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Austria: Parties Disagree on NATO ‘Solidarity’ 
Law 

40°2202162296 Vienna KURIER in German 

lo keh WH p3 


Report by Margarethe Kopeinig: The Laughing Stock 
f the EU 


FBIS Translated Text! The tronts are inflexible In 
security policy, here is no rapprochement Hetween the 
id coalition partners, who may very well turn out to be 


the new Coaltor partners as well 


Chancellor Vraniizky dismisses the Austrian People's 
arty's calls for a law on ‘solidanty with NATO 
For him, such an idea is dead. “My position ts clea 

Vranitzky told KURIER. We do not need any soladanty 


law that would act as a sulstitute for neutrality Put 


without formally abolishing it. From the angle of 


tery ‘ . " . 
emoctalic politics, Mal is impossiMe 


Vranitzky confirmed that Foreign Minister Schuessel 
mresenicd fim with the Mi 1 all take a look at it 
Mut I stell think that in future we are going to be more 
neerned with internal security, such as the comPating 
cross-border crime For this purpose, he says, the 
so-called third milar of Maastricht must be developed 
n order to strengthen cooperauon im the spheres of 
mesic PouuCS ind yustice. Austria will speak out in 
favor of this at the government conference in Turn at 
the end of March, he announced 
SPUt Business Manager Brigitte Ederer also considers 
the law superfluous. We can continue the dehate o1 
as ecuve Eur pean sccurity system even without it 
she sand. For ber, it is clear that such a security system 
will he Phased on the United Nations ang OSCE, but not 
n the WEU of NATO) Such views are encountering 
lishelie! among NATO circles. In NATO headquarters 
Austria has a good reputation as a land of vacations 
nd opercttas, Put its crediMility as a rehahe partner 


nh sccurity issucs is Questionabic 


The A rine repuhin is distmssed as the laughing 
stack of the EU [Leutnant Gust] der Union 4s 
intrustworthy and irresolute and even as a Pacon 
Made im Speck) country. But of course, when one 
sks for an opinion on the Austrian dePate on security 


iw Kia Tesponse is fo Comment 


The individual partnerstup program = for participation 
n the NATO Partnership for Peace’ [PFP] program 
suPmitted vy the government, causes heads ti shaking 
t heads among NATO officers. The document. which 
has heen deposited in NATO headquarters, provides 
hat Austrian soldiers may not take part in pont NATO) 
cxcrcises with PFP members Says a NATO) officer 
fn amazement We do not understand that. Pecause 


AUSTRIA 


? , . . . 
Austrian rooms ae alfeady im 


On the other hand, the |1S-page 


Austfia ts prepared to coopera 


Parifers in Pracaceping ope 
disaster aid, a! 
gram ais Hers Pariner « 


peacekeeping and Peace-Presct 


Clal Courses in meditalion and 


pchucal parucipaion. The PFP pr 


in Brussels on 26 February 


Austria: Schuessel Wants Country in ‘Core b urope’ 


; 2 . . . " 
} sCay. in Tew uc 


md 
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with NAT! 
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AU 100217469 Salzbure SAL/ZBURGHER 


NACHRICHTEN in German 9¥ Fel 


, 
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[Report by ak mh interview w Aus 
Minister Wolfgang Schuesse \ 
Schucssel Wants To Lead Austr ( 
IFBIS Translated Text Fore ‘a \f ‘ 
Schuesse! wants to lead Austria 

which wall consist of only six cy 
he explaned in an interview with SAI 
NACHRICHTEN on Thursday [8 Fer 
Schuessel Seheves that more than thes 
countries will not Re abic parti i 
spheres, which are European Ex 

Union [EMU], the agreements of 
common foreign and security policy. S 
Austria should he included in this sclect | 
Side Py sade with the principle 

then have the principle of EU s is 
minister stated Austria w ] 
aTONS h jt s ip}? rt then ns la . 
After tackling the recovery of the Pudy m 
cal Democratic Party of Austria [SPOk 
People's Party [(OcVP) have now agree 
ture TOrCiIgN POY COUN U ‘ 

hurcee in the coalit on talks Acs ,’ 
‘ reign Q cs «? j , a ’ weer ste ‘ 
ter of the Coalition pact, apart fr r 
cK ining f she sf , the mec! . 
hetween the SPOke and OVP ’ 
tation of the austerity package } cw 
the 1. halite service must re ect le + hye 

! the government negotiations (therw 
fears that the package « 1 \ lay 
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Austria: Schuessel Stresses EL Issues for Coalition 4 positive sense. People are now discussing sufstaruve 
, , . . ‘ 2 " ’ . + iv * hxc rt “~- eet 
AU1002180996 Vienna NEWS in German 8 Feb 96 issucs instead Of good Looks of the adverusing Methods 
p 1s sed in election campaigns. Reality has been accorded 


the altentuon due it. [passage omutied 
(Intermew with Vice Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel hy 
Hubert Wachter; place and date not given: European [Wachter] Concerning the catchwords Europe. security 
Issues Are Coaliton Conditions | and neutrality 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Wachter] The impression 
that one has gained over the pasi few days ts thal 
the SPOe [Social Democrauc Party of Austria) and | ; ieee | a aad 
the OcVP [Austrian People’s Party] “can get things POM afeas ane open sel uy “a Ge one Rane 


there is the issue of castward expansion and n the 
done” together once again. There appears to have heen ; ; 
her, io is important that we should pafticipatc 


iSchuessel] We are entenng a new EU situation fs 
the ful ire the unhen Wil aT very radu ‘Tih | ncw 


a considerable improvement if the ove: ai] climate , , 
monetary umor and a common ftorcign and security 
[Schuessel] That is completely wrong, the climate was policy. In all these areas, only EU countries that really 
just as good a month ago. The only difference is that a Te Present everywhere will De adic to pattuipate 
few benchmarks have been set and are now no longest Jecimonmaking. In the future. only such countries will 
the subject of disagreement Jctermine Europe's course. That is why we Austrians 
want to he involved everywhere from the outsct that 


[Wachter] The SPUe has approved cuts of an unhelies 
able 26 billion schillings in the social welfare field 
part of the effort to place state finances in order That 
was surely unthinkable in October 95 


is something that now has to He set down during the 


COahtion pegotiauons 


[Wachter] So, you don't envisage any kind of specia 


(Schuesse!l] | think that there is a Petier awarcacss pung-out opuion for Austria in EU affairs anymore 
now. There are no longer any illusions about sources 

of finance and what we have instead is a very strong [Schuessel] Correct. | can yust envisage opting-in op 
hasic sense of realism, and that was somethr y tat was thonms and with respect to all Eur feat ssucs. Thus 
necessary. There has definitely been a change in this sccurity policy is a Very important issuc We want | 
respect. Our vigorous iobhying for savings paid ot! ensure that we will fully participate in everything as at 
In addition, the population has become polituized i cgual, with all the nghts and duties that that entails 
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Belgium: UNTAES Commander Schoups 
Interviewed 

BR1I302155596 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
12 Feb pb 


[Interview with Jozef Schoups, commander in chief of 
UN Transitonal Administration for Eastern Slavonia 
UNTAES, by Geert Sciot; place and date not given: “Ii 
the Goodwill Is Not There, Then | Will Come Back 
immediately” | 


[FBIS Translated Text} After some hesitation the gov- 
ernment gave the green light last week. Belgium wil! 
take on the leadership of the UN force which ts to mon 
itor the progress of the peace process in East Slavonia 
The commander o. the force will be the Belgian Ma 
yor General Jozef Schoups. “1 am facing a difficult and 
dangerous task, he said 


East Slavonia, Croatia. Four years ago, with the shelling 
of Vukovar, cxperts say the real start was given & 
the war in what was then sull calied Yugoslavia 
Today this farmang area is largely in the hands of 
Serb rebels. It must become Croatian territory again 
as quickly as possibile. As yet no one knows cxactly 
when. The Croatian and Sertan icaders signed the 
peace agreement in November, Put not much of it can 
he seen on the ground yet. Occupiers have yet to leave 
refugees to return, and the warring partics must hand in 
thew weapons 


Some $,000 UN sokhers will monitor this peace sce 
nano. Belgium is to provide some YOO soldiers for the 
UNTAES (United Nations Transitional Administration 
for Eastern Slavoma) force, which will otherwise be 
made up of Ruscian and Jordanian battalions. In addition 
Ukraine, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic are making 
availadie support units. Pakistan was to have provided 
an infantry Datialion but dropped out uncapectedly, and 
will probably he replaced by South Korea. Belgium is 
not just supplying soldiers. Because Belgium has had 
soldiers in the area for four years already and 1s the only 
participating NATO country, tt has also been asked to 
lead tus mulucultural UN force 


Major General Schoups (aged $$) will he the comman 
der in chief. He is an ammable man who despite his stars 
and stripes radiates simplicity. “Every year | send out 
at least SOO Christmas cards.” he says. He is an casy 
talker who cannot hide his Limburg origin and an cx 
perienced senior office who for three years led mult: 
national intervention units in a NATO context. He runs 
marathons, which has given him his nickname of Run 
ning Bull. Schoups realizes that a marathon challenge 
is Waiting for him in the former Yugoslavia, a country 
he has never visited He will leave next week 


BELGIUM 3 


iSciot) Immedsately after the United Nations asked Bel- 
gium to take on the command in East Slavonia, an 
enthusiastic staicment followed from the Army Icader- 
ship in which you were recommended as commander 
in chief. The government only gave the green light two 
weeks later 


iSchoups] 1 well understand thal the government wanted 

look Ketore ut leaps. After all ut has to Dear the po- 
ltxcal responsitlity. The mandate problems in Rwanda 
have caused us a lot of suffering and continue to pursuc 
us. | know what I am talking about. Colonel Marchal 
is one of my staff officers. Therefore the Foreign and 
Detense Ministries have demanded clear guarantees and 
got them, because orginally the answer to many ques 
tons was not clear. The fact that I was already recom 
mended hy the Army belore a political decision was 
taken 1s logical, because a large amount of preparatory 
work has to be done 


[Scsot}] You do not deny that ut will be a dangerous job 


(Schoups] There ate munes everywhere. The Serhs 
nd Croats must clear thew own mines, but they no 
longer know themselves where they have put the things 
everywhere. The mine clearance work will take years 
I do not want to sow panic, but | am realistic. | do not 
exclude the chance that people will dic in our ranks 
My people will have to behave very correctly toward 
the population, but nevertheless we will have to show 
that we are the boss. There is always a danger thal 
local warlords wall stat to shoot at our troops of that 
some of my people will become the victims of ther 
own imattiention. Perhaps there could be reassurance in 
the fact that | have never returned from an international 
mission with fatal casualties in our ranks 


[Scoot] In the past the UN soldiers in East Slavonia were 
only able to watch umpotentiy how the Serhs slowly Sut 
surely conquered the region 


[Schoups} Up to now the UN soldiers in East Slavonia 
had a purely peacekeeping mission. In concrete terms 
that meant that our soldvers had to prevent the situation 
from escalating. In practice it came down to monitoring 
without hemg adic to intervenc. Now we are pong a 
step further There is to be peace enforcement. From 
now on we can use force if our freedom of movement ts 
endangered by Serhs of Croats. Therefore we will have 
far more firepower at our disposal and | want to use 1 
above all as a deterrent. The new mandate is supposed 
to allow us to impose our credsPility and let people sce 
und if necessary feel, that we are in charge 


Scot] While NATO) is giving the orders on the rest of 
the former Yugoslavia, on East Slavonia you will work 
with a UN mandate Is that not a handicap’ 
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Schoups| That is the way it us. | accept ut. Admuttedly 
guestion. Bul you should put 11 to the polit- 
still thank of 1s wrong to say that the United 
Nauons has achieved little in that divided country. The 
tact Gal there is relative calm there now 1s profadly duc 

the years when UN soldiers were present. But | have 
keciuded that in my force we will work using NATO pro- 
cedures as much as possible. Moreover UNTAES will 
Ne a test Case, hecause Countries will parucipate which 


we tiching to hecome members of NATO 


. ix * 


Scoot] You wall he the mulitary commander of the arca 
The American Jacgues Kicin has been appointed as the 
governor of the transtional administration. How will 
you work together 


Schoups! Kicin wall lead East Slavonia as a governor 
iple | wall report to hum. | ani very 
happy that Kicin is an American and that he has the ttle 
wer, His US. ongin ts psychologically 
CTY Ti} rlam { liffiatciy if Was the Amer ins why 


lcads a state. In prim 


’ 


gave Wc impetus for the Dayton talks and the agreement 


, —_ — , » ot : 2 
wy Ary , ; [ sti at ’ ihe chaneoes T SUCKERS 
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[Schou s} lam a horn Piimusi. (Mherwise 5 
nim acoey™ ies chalict ge Bul | _ jd nt dae 
any forecasts on the further deveionmer | Ux 


’ 
process. It wall be a long haul. A lot depens 
will of the Croats and Scrfs A grcal Ocal @ ; 
take place on a voluntary basis. For crampic 
in the weapons. It 1s not the intention that we w 
armed force to promote the disamament proce 


close consultation with the transi: nal admunistra 


will determine when the handing-in pernod 
After the start date the mulitary will pet 4) d 
hand in all thew weapons. It I sce that thes has 1 


actueved after 40 davs. then I will chuck 


We ae there to help these jx 
they do not want to Cooperate and that | 

any Progress then i will come back We ac 

to insist if at emerges that facy do fot want to d 
that case | would have nut erg more t hk) there 


the cost price of such operauons ts too high sit 


twiddling your thurs, and see that nothing isc! 


there because the goodwill is lacking 
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UK: Health Workers Appeal for Medical Aid for 
Cuba 

1D1202121096 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

im English 1131 GMT 12 Feb 


By industrial correspondent Alan Jones! 


FBIS Transcribed Text) An appeal for medical goods 
und other ad to help the people of Cuba overcome a 
disastrous cconomc Mockade was launched today 


The health umon Unison joined forces with the Insti- 
tute of Health Services Management and the Nationa! 
Assocuauion of Health Authorives and Trusts to launch 
a campaign to send Padly needed medical equipment to 
ihe Communist Country 


Unison and the Institute have recently visited the island 
und reported that the 44-year cconomic Movkade Dy 
Amernca had ted to major shortages of equipment and 


“17 “+ 
pe 


Authorities had been unable to import sufficient vac- 
cines and operavons are often cared out Dy torchlight 
hecause of power cuts Caused by an on Diockade 


The organisations hope to persuade British hospitals to 
jonate surplus equipment and to raise funds for Cuba 


Boh AbPteticy. bead of health at Unison, said today 
The health of the Cuban people is berg placed at risk 
hy thes disastrous Plockade 


Health workers here want to do all they can to alleviate 
its cifects and to show our practical support for our 


lieagues in Cuba 


tK: Hume Article Sets Criteria for Peace Talks 


WMN/602720296 London INDEPENDENT in English 
ld keh pla 


[Arucle Py John Hume. leader Social Democratic and 
i arwour Party} 


FBIS Transcribed Text] The IRA attack on London 
has heen a Pitter Plow, not pust to the people of London 
hut to all the people of Britain and Ireland. The past 17 
months gave us more than a glimpse of how things could 
und should he The desire for peace in Ireland and good 
relahons Khe'ween our divided people and between the 
‘copie of Brita and Ireland has been overwhelming 
This latest atrocity cannot be allowed to destroy the 
hopes of our peoples for the future 


This, however is no time to despair. The ill-conceived 
gloating of the I told you so sceptics is distasteful. It 
s atime for careful analysis. Looking at all the various 
theones, demands, shopping lists of preconditions and 
proposals on offer, it is, in fact, possiPle to distil the 
sssence of a successful peace process 


UNITED KINGDOM 


There ae oniy iv s™ ; sic ‘ 


CsscTiial « 
others afe merely preterences of wish lists Fir 
Republican movement must accept once and for 
VIOICACY 18 NOL accepMaPic, i ts Hot an oF cil 
the poliucal tool-kit. The Matchell Report spelicd 
oul and i 1s unfortunate that the oppor \ c 
the pownt home was wasted through the Gove 
handling of the report 
Second, all those pariics wl ite scThus a? a ny 
a lasing peace have to accept that all-party talks 
(mvoiving a! those who fenoume violeme a 4 
imstrument Of Polttacal siralegy) afc Necessay as + 
as possible. The issuc is now very simple and cannot M% 
evaded. Peace means all-party talks 
No one underestimates the difficulties of such talks 
even though most parties accept, in principic, that they 
will be necessary eventually. Many in all partics 
ind ut difficull to sat down ti negotiate, especially wl 
they may well De asked to talk people who hav 
heen associated with the advocacy of va ena 
past. But it should not be forgotten that th ! 
community has also suffered grievously at the ! 


of pas amilit wies oT 


injustice and discrimunation within Northe 
also a reality that appeats to ! 


sitting down to talk ts mes apatic 


lasting 


Cac 


The crucial question is, of « 


to the 


conterence taPic The 


heen suggested. Untortunatcly 
drawSacks. got least of which 


it would confuse. rather than c! 
in Northern Ireland have alwavs created t 


than reheved them While son 


as a door, | suspect it may he 
coor. Such an clection would 


t wou! 


ive Neen 


’ c 
Jca 
Un: 
_ j 
wit 


c ry 


“Cc af 


') tte 


iy see 


1 peTpctua 


sland he flawe 


J not scnrously address the pr 


that the Rep Pinan TROVE TIC TNT « ryit 
peaceful methods 


But. clearly. there is a ratoonal 


case. as Mr Trimble and his 


require 
part in 


some form of popula’ mandate i 


’ 
ali-pafty talks Al the 


must he shown that the only 


Ircland 


wre Prepared tu give 


cu jusively deta tatky and pe 


Commning theee '~ ‘ my cTnen tary 


" § 


have suggesiod that Poth g 


Att n 


of a referendum. North 


thet? 


actu 


ind ‘S 


the relevant mandates can he created 
he asked two questions First, are you 


eessatl 


not wolence’ Second 
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all persuasions Glut capericnce 


toa lr 








The referendum should he beld as soon as 


( ay a &> 


- 


Thes ts not 4 panacea, difficull questions would continuc 

he taced Dy all the parties in he aegotiavons 
Agendas would have to be agreed. Bul ut would provide 
s Muh-needed sumulus to the peace process and creaic 
the condybons for a lastung peace in wich our polstical 
mstituons would he acceptable to all 


A rcicrendum would prove more advanlageous than 
un clechon for a sumber of reasons. Speed is an 
vious advantage. it would avo all the divermons 
md confusons of an clechon: the nvaines between 
amd within parties, the paroctual considerations and the 
ues that often make ut difficult to assess the 
t an clecbon 


Per hai 


real ricanng 


In ahditoon 


Uusal Is wl) 


a referendum would give a vone to the 
do not wentify with any party. Above 
all. a teterendum would reorder and clatify the choiwes 


An clechon would, inevitadly, be dominated Py the 
m of preferred constitutional options. But that is 
not what we need most at the moment. We all know the 
preferred options. It is more important to Pegin talks so 
that we can wentify the fcasie options 


. mst 


To call an lection now would he to pul a confused horse 

tromt of a divided cat. A referendum would have the 

virtue of clarity. The major politcal questions would he 

clear and the choices would be clear<ut. Instead of a 
| pares there would be a poll for peace 


ar alec 


Sach a referendum would have a powerful impact on 
ne peace process. It would unite, rather than divide 
ur people. Unmediated by partes of politicians, our 
citizens would have a full say in determining the future 
| the peace process. The massive longing for peace in 
ur islands could be translated into a strong political 
vonce. It os Gime to let the people speak 


LA: Article Semmarizes Views on Peace Process 


LDI40210559 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
m inelith O84 GMT 14 Feb 


By Chris Parkin, PA New: | 


FBIS Transcribed Test) Britush and Insh government 
‘heals today delayed for 24 hours talks aimed a 
drafting agreement on moves to advance the Northern 
ircland peace process 


Semor civil servants from both countnes were duc 

meet in London tis morning to build on a clear 
convergence of wews spelled out Gus week by Pome 
Minister John Major and his Insh counterpart, Joho 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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Bruton, im respomec to the Preakdown of the IRA 
Ceascture 
Mr Majer and Mr Bruton ae now cipected to ! 


summemt talks ecar the cad of the week om a dctcromnn! 
count Pad tk salvage the eae Process thc wake oT Ux 
IRA homtag in London 


<Wands on Fridvy oighe 


Agreemenm fictweecn tic two cadets ts Cape ted lo Contin 
on a compromuse package whach would tacorporate Mr 
Major's plans for an clacton om Northera ircland 
well a Duhiin's hacking for Bosnian-stvic rrourematy 
discussions hetwoen al! the Ulster partes abcad of any 


poll 


The tirush have also mented that clecthhoms must he tel 
directly to ummediate all-patty segotiaoms on Norther: 
ircland 's future 


The mecung hetween the goverament officials - mem 
hers of the Anglo irish lawn group was pul Pack int 
tomorrow for diary fcasons 


on cach wide 


according to spokcemer 


ht was understond that the civil scrvanis were ananous 
to Compicte prepatatory work on thew package abead of 
face-to-face mMoctings 


Both sides remained confident that agreement would 
worked oul mm ume for 4 sum pel work 


Meanwhile, a two-day debate in the Dail, the Inoh Pa 
hament, on the peace process, which opencd vesterday 
with key speeches from Mr Bruton and deputy Duhin 
premer Dick Spring. was being compicted tuday 


The dehate will not end with a vote hecauee of 
unanmimuty in the Dail on the way forward | 
the [TRA’s decison to end its Ceasctire 


wing 


Sinn Fein natonal chawman Mitchel McLaughlin re 
jected suggestions that the question of entering all- party 
nacgotiations was academe wots! the IRA declared an 
other ceasefire 


Clearly, everyone was shocked and herrified by what 
happened last Poday but | thenk also, in the maddie 
of all that tragedy, there is the opportunity for people 
to reflect on what happened to the hope we all felt 
he told the BBC Rado 4 Today programme Pressed 
on whether he beheved Sinn Fem could enter what the 
Inish Government has called proaimity talks without the 
IRA declanng a new ceasefire. be cand © Yes 


Mr Major has made clea that talks could only take place 
with parties which had abandoned violence 


Mr McLaughlin said “They sce Sinn Pem's refusal | 
condemn the IRA as hemng our falure of the democratn 
test. If that was an inviolate principle, how could the 
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inh Caocweramem talk to Jahn Mase. who refuses iresh Justice M 
. vcr? the mur 3c? Py ihc Kr ” Ar , | 4 '« | 4 8 hy ct aT r’ 
hace mghts mach 24 yous hal Mrs 1 x 

asc : 
Poople can te sclactive anc © ~ scicctive a? a 
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> Hodcmn al 


ny 7 c o'¢ 
Former inh Prome Minster Alhert Reynolds +s ns , 
car u”’ : 
yn wee asoiuiciy cclart Tc Uwe CF min as 
» 1 rs 
ircland s reopuPican movement f wing the cand of 
Tuy Pre 


the IRA ceasefire. M: Reynolds - who saw Sonn Fe 
cadet Corry Adam for talks ocar the Uleter hordes 


4 «wre 

yvemMatuay aso tan Were was ft mMilkvum ke — ghd 
the Docklands bomb of the IRA's return to woleme = 
Me saad Mr Adams. currentiy Sanne’ from Braue — ” 
innh mwnesterial Contact he. ae { the renewed! IRA There mex 
violence, scodad a new deal to present to the IRA woth hetwoen the pa 
a foguesl to re-stalt the ceasctore werk, athe 
The ¢a-premer h &ey figure m Netend-the-cches ’ 
moves that led to the TRA 's 1994 ccasation of veolence Mr Spring 

declared: «~=PFull respomelity rests woth the politicians a fespomsec fr 
tO get thew act together - there  cnough on the tame fac discuss 


| sf ther iT we ' } Ther | i. . +t | ; re +. hs , 1¥ rcy* a‘¢ ’ ‘? 4’ , 


rests on the shoulders | Carry Adar ' ; Pak and Sinn Fem leade 


ret the IRA two return to a full cessation of + cmt 





Meanwhile 4 Pe 
He told me very cleatly that he «© take wp hee said Unnoniests © ha 
responsiMiity and go Pack 6 soon he Das sorneting “Mare fepour ‘ 
to go back with. He wants to he successful when he an earks af 
gocs to the TRA Goverement « ) 
Mr Rewoaolds sad ali-party talks on Northern Ireland's chev t 7 ’ " 
future should begin as soon as possible and added that — s that the | ats 
he was glad ‘hat the Britnh and Irish governments ' mm hey .* 
were Commng bogether again afict Camaging the Northern Sah 
ircland freace rr aces eee ee 
A mocting { the Ineh Government's National Porur mm che » I's 
for Peace and Reconciliation duc t take place i Duh ' SOMME « her i 
thus week has heen called off. a aking the hody the fret cned thew tear \ 
netituthonal vactem of the ceasctire Preasdoen Mr Marr that 
Was Made 4 fey “ 
The forwmn. estaMiished | peri! Senn Pern '« entry int cf tong 
mametream politics after the ceasctire. has heen aticnded 
regularly hw Mr Adams and Irish Preme Moenreter Jie Any party wisl \ 
Brut f) shen hawe cig? 
fn aft Gao 
Cancellaion of thie week's sessmon follows the Dut 
Government s han on ministerial comtact wrth Sinn Few tA Report Presents | ovaliet Views on ( eave-b ive 
No decision has heen taken on when the forum wil! meet uss WOO s ws . 
again 1) Keb On ; 
The fwace process Gehate in the Irish Parliament was 
Remet hy Das " 
tulay ecutended hw 24 how so of © end tomorrow ' 
mnamed key { 
might, hecause «© Many members of the howse wanted ae ae. a ‘an " 
to comtrrmate The mowe was agreed by DuNin Goverr give c\ be 
men’ Meneeters aliay a rogues! Pianna Pa Tr ; PRIS Tram . 
party leader Bertee Ahern moral tugh ge " 
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m ipetc of the TRA. « Ley paremeicay icader san 
yes TUay 


Wates beurs of the Docklands Pomtung. Oe Ulee 
Vobumtecr Farce (UVF) command structure had weued 
orders to sts volunteers, the Mid-Ulster leader sad ~“The 
message was to do notheng Yul swan developments 


The Comune’ Lovaluat Méuary Command (CLMC] 
the umivciia icaderstop grow of the UVF. Vine 
Freedom Fighters and Red Hand Commando, will meet 
tommorrow to as.ces the om@placatons of he declaration 
by the IRA thet os ccascfire hes ended 


the C LMC sand Ghat ot should he taken 
= 4 POwlve wgn that of had not rushed ito calmmg a 
mecting and was prepared to give a fwealung space & 
the patiies and governments to formalue thei responses 
to the collapse of the TRA ceasciive 


Sources = 


In Miad-L leter. where bowalrem « af tts most hard-‘ene 
pararultarnes were not surprised Py last Priday's turn of 
events, according to the semor memier. “The repuPinc an 
movement s poletc al leaders have fasied to educate ther 
own followers about the need for peaceful, democrat 
methcals he sand 


Rath than occ thor own movement torn asunder 
by mpternal divimoms. they have gone Pack together 
whach means that they are hemng Gxctated to Py thew 
militant cuncrty Bui | heleve that by so downg they 
wil! ultumately ems up cating themecives 


In the event of another form, he heleved that te 
CLMC would he atc to bold to ms coasciire. tt 
would he proper and corfect to g ve he governments 
a treatung space . But if the Government was seen to 
reward the IRA in some way, by leaning on the Unions 
people, of if the IRA was to contnue to wage war, then 
a return to veohenoe m mevitamic 


The senior loyalist Neheved the Sinn Fen president 
Gerry Adam. was commutiad to 4 non-violent path. | 
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have BR: ; we | " wr A Sarms ul “et ae tack © a > 
he sawed 


in Belfast, Daved Erwene icader of Oe Progremve 
moms Patty. wtuch has unks woth the UVF. sad 
The IRA will he bound to be commng under pressure 
from some of is owen members to get on wrth a. and 
as Oe pressure Mounts they mught ict one of ew 
surance grou. wach as the INLA [irish Naebome 
Litersbon Army). off the icash wm order to take oul a 
cadong boy alist 


By taking that route they would he soctung to whae 
the Pilate for Oe reture violence. and | themk ths 
that prow ea fa come: we well how 


Mr Erwne added “The Prows don't underwtand tx 
resolve that « Poth Broteh and Ueeomet ehah save 
Under no crcumstances can we capetulatc to thes 


Last week. Sefore the TH ng how alrets Pad made a 
number of gman steps A PUP [Progressive Um 

im Party) dclegavon met the Iriwh foreign muneter 
Dack Spring. 2 Dubien for talks, apd lat Thereday 
Gary McMichael leader of the Uleter Demectatx Party 
(UDP), etacs has lenks woth the Uleter Preeadom Pigtt 

ers, Gehated of televimon woth a comes Seen Pees men 

her for the firel tome 


Both parties have severed those lomks for the tome Penng 
David Adam. UDP ‘oheemansad Wh + af caperomer 
that wont he repeated for the foresecatic future. Pur 
people show'd remember that if the violence does comme 
back thal we were More than prepared to ¢ 
through dialogue to hong a permanent peace 


” pari 


Loyalet leaders (heated « breach of the coasctire 
by some Shankill Road members last Priday. a few 
hours after the Pormfung The men had trad to hyak 
scar enh De paren imenios of carrying 7" 
assasemmnabon After lacal people rarsed seme boy alrets 
the men handed over a gun 
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political progress i Norwern Ireland. Bu’ | cannot do so 
until Sinn Fein persuade the IRA to say, and to prove by 
what they do, that violence has no piace in the political 
process. Sinn Fein has influence with the IRA. Sinn Fein 
and the IRA are part of the one republican movement. 
Sinn Fein can from ume to ume speak authoritatively 
for the IRA. They did indeed persuade the IRA to stop 
the killing 17 months ago. | believe they can persuade 
them to do so again. 


Sinn Fein must now speak to the IRA and convey a 
simple, unambiguous message: Killing does not serve 
our people. Let me make it clear: We have not shut 
any Goor on Sinn Fein. But we will not meet them at 
munisterial level unul the IRA campaign 1s called off. 


I weicome Deputy Bertie Ahern’s support on RTE 
601 news on Sunday for that policy of, and I use his 
words, “not formally meeung with Sinn Fein, going 
hack to what had been the practice over a number of 
years. I also welcome the support of the leader of the 
Progressive Democrats, Deputy Mary Harney. This is no 
more than | would have expected from two democratic 
parties in Dail Eireann. The government's policy now ts 
the same as the one followed by Mr. de Valera, and Mr. 
Costello, and Mr. Lamass, and Mr. Jack Lynch, by Mr. 
Cosgrave, by Mr. Haughhey, by Dr. Fitzgerald, and by 
Deputy Albert Reynolds. There were no handshakes or 
photocalls in government buildings, and there will be no 
handshakes or photocalls in government buildings unui! 
the killing has stopped. That firm policy helped bring 
us the peace and it will do so again 


Our decision puis down a moral marker on what Irish 
society considers to be civilized political behavior. It 
puts down a political marker in relation to whai we 
expect of Sinn Fein. And, let me stress this, ‘t also 
represents a security marker. | am speaking here about 
the security of the state and the security of all who live 
in Our towns and countryside. [passage omitted] 


The government's door is open to Sinn Fein. | will 
talk to Gerry Adams and his colleagues as soon as 
they go to the IRA and succeed in getting them to 
say that they will stop killing people. In the meantime, 
government officials are in duly contact with Sinn Fein 
and reporting to me on what Sinn Fein has to say. The 
tanaiste [Deputy Prime Minister Dick Spring) and I are 
willing to authorize a face-to-face meeting at official 
level with Sinn Fein. This meeting can take place on 
the hasis that Sinn Fein would bring forward their ideas 
on how the cease-fire can be restored 


We appreciate the fact that there are people in _¢ 
republican movement who believe in peaceful pouitics 
and who are using their influence to get the IRA to 
stop kalling. The government is supporting John Hume 
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{SDLP leader} in his enormous efforts to persuade the 
IRA to end violence. If the IRA clearly state thal 
the cessation of violence is restored, the government 
will resume full political discussion with Sinn Fein. | 
urge the leadership of Sinn Fein to think strategically 
as well as tactically. All democratic politicians have 
experienced tacucal setbacks. | believe, and have said, 
the recett British Government responses were tactical 
setbacks for the Irish Government. But such setbacks 
have not and will not deter us from our strategic goal 
of agreement between the people on this island 


The republican movement must understand that a peace 
process cannot be just a tacuc, something to turn 
on and off again to relieve the frustrauons that will 
arise as part of any political process. The republican 
movement must come to understand that all democratic 
politics, anywhere, are based on the principle of consent 
Consent not to use violence, consent to accept the same 
rules that apply to others, consent to abide Dy collecuve 
decisions. The republican movement as a whole must 
reflect on the principle it signed up to when it poned 
the forum for peace and reconciliauon. Namely, and | 
quote, that all differences relaung to the right of selt- 
determination of the people of Ireland and to all other 
matters will be resolved exclusively by peaceful and 
democratic means. 


Sinn Fein really need to think about what that means 
for their current attitude to the IRA bomb in London 
Sinn Fein did not make a mistake when it embraced the 
peace process. The peace process was working. [passage 
omitted] 


Let me tell the House what we've been working on, and 
continue to work on, with the British Government. We 
were working on an inclusive, democratic mechanism 
that will be ready and waiting for Sinn Fein and 
the republican movement to parucipate in as soon 
as the IRA renounce violence. We want to build a 
vehicle that will accommodate the two governments, 
the unionists, and the nationalist communities in all- 
party negotiations. We want Sinn Fein to be part of 
that; they have much to contribute. But before they 
join us in rebuilding the peace process, they must get 
the IRA to stop killing people for political purposes 
The governments sincerely hope that Sinn Fein will 
influence the IRA to reach that decision. That is why 
we are leaving open channels of communication to that 
end at official level. 


For our part, the government will do everything possibile 
to get the peace process back on track. In particular, 
we will work closely with the British Government to 
steer the process through this difficult stage | had 
a very constructive telephone conversation with the 
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British prime minister on Sunday evening. We agreed 
on two key objecuves: first, to bring an immediate 
end to violence and tc secure a restoration of the IRA 
ceasehre. Second, to persevere with our work towards 
the commencement of all-party negouations. With a 
view to advancing those objectives, the prime munister 
agreed to meet as pianned later this month. [passage 
omitted ] 


The British prime munister has said that his mind is 
not closed. Nor is mine. In that spirit, and following 
upon my phone call with him last Sunday, I have put 
a senes of issucs to him upon which work needs to be 
undertaken before our planned mecung before the end 
of this month. The matters that | suggested we consider 
together are 


First. The creation of a way forward that Sinn Fein could 
honorably join and into which they would be accepted 
by the other parucipants once the IRA campaign is over 


Whether and how an clective process which is broadly 
acceptable and fully within the three-strand structure 
and which followed from proximity talks might lead 
directly and speedily without equivocaton to all-party 
negouations. In that context | welcome John Major's 
openness to the ideas of others in finding a way to 
a festoration of the cease- fire. | note his statement 
that clections would give the clectoral mandates and 
confidence which would lead straight and straight away 
to negotiahions 


And | asked also that we would work together and 
consider together the way in which proximity talks, 
which would enable the two governments to clear 
up doults and muisunderstandings in the minds of 
participants about all proposals, might be helpful 


How these talks could enable us to be as clear as possi- 
bie in advance on how the principles and modalities of 
the Mitchell report would fit into any elective process/ 
all-party negotiations type of proposal. This proximity 
talks process could also deal with the real danger that 
because of lack of proper procedural understandings an 
impasse over decomissioning later on could unexpect- 
edly paralyze negotiations at any stage. | made very 
clear the Irish Government's view that the presentation 
of any way forward must take account of the justifi- 
able fears of nationalist politicians in Northern Ireland 
Neither the elective approach nor any other approach 
should he presented as a foregone conclusion or as a 


policy to be imposed 


The preperatory work for our meeung — the mectng 
hetween myself and the prime minister of the United 
Kingdom — must now also take on board the first, 
the very welcome and interesting proposal from John 
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Hume for referendums north and south. We elieve this 
proposal has considerable merit, because it would afford 
all those on this island the opportunity to state in a 
unique way their opposition to violence and thew wish 
for all-party negouations. It would show that the only 
electoral mandate any of us have 1s to use exclusively 
peaceful methods. It would end the theology of violence 
and would endorse the demand for talks without threals 
The government would be prepared to give top prornty 
to the necessary legislation if agreement is reached on 
the terms of such referendums 


And secondly, we need also to consider how hes 
to avail of President Clinton's offer, when he spoke 
to me on Friday night, of his support and of his 
admunistration’s support for the restoration of the cease- 
fire. 


To sum up, | am satisfied that a viable basis crxists, 
despite the terrible act on Priday, to restore peace to 
the people of these islands, and this me to underpin it 
on a democratic basis, provided that Sinn Fern use thei 
influence for peace and the IRA clearly say that a total 
cessation of violence 1s again in place 


I will end by asking the IRA to think again. A quarter 
of a century of violence did not progress any of your 
poliucal aims. Indeed, it divided Ireland more than ever 
before. There 1s no escaping the truth that bombs and 
bullets do not persuade people to change thew minds 
Violence is a bankrupt substitute for peaceful persuasion 
and patient negotiation. | urge every deputy in this house 
and everybody in Ireland to join me in an unammguous 
call for the restoration of the IRA cease-fire 


Ireland: Deputy Prime Minister Addresses 
Parliament 


LD1302220096 Dublin RTE Radio One Network 
in English 1730 GMT 13 Feb % 


[Address by Deputy Prime Minister Dick Spring to the 
Dail Esreann (Insh Parliament) — live) 


[PBIS Transcribed Excerpt) (Spring) (words indistinct! 
Friday, as Cardinal Daly has rightly called 1. It left me 
and, I'm sure, that the overwhelming Siajorty of Irish 
people, both sad and angry. Two young Londoners, at 
the end of a long day's work in the newsagents, met a 
brutal death and many others were maimed of wounded 
They were wantonly made to suffer for a cause of which 
they probably knew little and understood even less Our 
first thoughts must be for the innocent victims and ther 
farmlies. They did not expect that hy gorng about ther 
normal daily lives they would become the victims of a 
conflict we all beheved was over. The government has 
already, on behalf of the people of Ireland, cupressed its 
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deep sympathy. All words would be scant consolauon, 
bul thal does not diminish the sincerity with which they 


awe cxpressed. 


The London bomb shattered more than the lives of 
ts vicums. It shattered also the hopes so many of 
us cherished that we had at last left behind the dark 
shadow of violence. It shook our confidence that we 
could successfully construct a truly inclusive process in 
which the commitment to the democratic and peaceful 
process would be universal and unquestioned. It faced, 
it faces all of us with the question of whether the peace 
process 1s stronger than those who seck to destroy it and 
the need for us to make it so. 


I have heard some people interviewed on the radio claim 
thal they have got nothing from the cease-fires — this is 
simply not truc. The past 18 months lifted a great burden 
from the lives of ordinary people in Northern Ireland. 
They were enjoying, many for the first ume in their 
lives, the benefit of a peaceful society, which, of course, 
is thew fundamental right. People from both parts of the 
island were reaching out in a transformed climate and 
discovering Common interests and affinities, which the 
violence had blighted. The visible signs of conflict and 
of security response to terror had been fading away. 


The economic benefits of peace had begun to manifest 
themselves both North and South. Tourism numbers in 
Northern Ireland had increased by 56 percent. North- 
South trade had increased by 12 percent. There was a 
striking increase in international interest in investment 
opportunities, assisted by major support offered to the 
cause of peace, both by the European Union and 
the United States. There has been a proliferation of 
new contacts in the development of new understanding 
across the border at all levels. Friday's bomb by itself 
has done huge damage to all of these developments. If 
it presages the resumption of a campaign of violence, 
then we'll be throwing away the gains which have so 
painstakingly been made. 


Politically, many people have invested unprecedented 
hopes in the peace process and have worked tirelessly 
for its success. The ending of the cessation of violence 
caused them to... [pauses] calls into question all that has 
heen achieved in recent years and threatens to make a 
mockery of the efforts of us who have worked for peace, 
both here in Ireland, in Britain and throughout the world, 
above all in the United States 


No language is sufficiently strong to condemn the action 
of those responsible for that bomb. Its wanton disregard 
for its Victims was matched by an equally-contemptuous 
disregard for the collateral damage done to the truce 
welfare of the Irish people, both in terms of their 
political hopes and aspirations, and their natural right to 
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peace for themselves, thew families, and thew society 
We cannot pretend that this was not a very grave scthack 
to the search for a political accommodation 


However, the present situation calls for more than 
condemnation or a passive despair. We must seck to 
put matters right. It is the sobering truth that this bomb 
may be the opening move in a new spiral of tragedy and 
destruction. Those who resort to violence frequently do 
so in the delusion thal they can control the process 
History, and not least the history of Northern Ireland, 
shows otherwise. 


lt is crucial, therefore, that we all use our ulmost 
political resources to draw back from the brink. We 
must redouble our efforts to bring about a lasting peace, 
underpinned by a comprehensive political settlement 
The government has already made clear that it has 
chosen the path of peace. We want the Republican 
movement (0 reson us, irrevocably, on thai path, but 
whether or not they do so will not diminish our 
determination to reach our chosen goal. The approach of 
this government and of its predecessor to the search for 
peace has been consistent, comprehensive, and logical 
It is fundamentally encapsulated in the joint declarauon 


First of all it has been based on the awareness that the 
divisions in our island which have led to the conflict 
can only be heaied by the agreement and cooperauon 
of the people —- North and South — representing both 
traditions in Ircland. 


Secondly, we know that such agreement will only 
be won if there is a shared understanding of and 
commitment to the fundamental principles which must 
underpin a political settlement. 


In essence, there must be consent on al! sides to new 
political arrangements and structures and mutual respect 
for the aspirations and identities of all 


The Irish Government and the great majonty of the peo- 
ple of the island fully accept and have repeatedly made 
clear that there can be no change in the constitutional 
status of Northern Ireland without the ~onsent of the 
majority of its people. We have equally made clear that 
any political accommodation must be squarely based on 
the principles of parity of esteem and equality of oppor- 
tunity, treatment and advantage, and must address and 
embrace all relationships. 


Thirdly, it is Our view that the prospects for real peace 
and lasting agreement is immeasurably enhanced by the 
cessation of paramilitary violence and the consequent 
scaling-down of security countermeasures, that the com- 
ing of peace would so alter the political climate as to 
make a just and lasting agreement achievabic, not just 
achievable, but ulumately so 
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Fourthly, our approach has been based on a continuing 
repudiation and renunciation of violence, coercion, and 
threat as a means of securing political progress. We 
reject and condemn them both as morally evil and 
as poliucally futile, bul af the same ume we have 
worked on the assumption thal those who use or 
threaten violence had, not for moral reasons — for 
violeace is always wrong — to be offered a meaningful 
political way out of the bloody cul-de-sac in which 
they were trapped. Accordingly, along with the British 
Government we reiterated that the achievement of peace 
must involve a permanent end to the use of or support 
for naramilitary violence. 


We confirmed that in these circumstances 
democratically-mandated parues which established 
a commitment to exclusively peaceful methods and 
which showed that they abided by the democratic 
process were free to participate fully in democratic 
politics. 


In short, we have sought to set out both the basic 
requirements for a settlement and the way to get there 
through dialogue and negotiation. Bul we made clear 
that admission to dialogue and the right to take part in 
negotiations had to involve an end to violene. Violence 
is the direct opposite of democratic politics. It seeks 
not to persuade, but to overwhelm. It looks not for 


agreement, but for victory. [passage omitted] 


As Saturday's [10 February) government statement 
makes clear, the fact that commitment to a total cessa- 
tion of violence, which was to have in all circumstances, 
has now been revoked in the bloodiest way possible fun- 
damentally alters the situation. That fundamental change 
cannot be igaored by the government and must of ne- 
cessity bring about a change in our approach. That is 
why the government do not feel it right or appropri- 
ate to meet Sinn Fein at ministerial level until there is a 
restoration of the IRA cease-fire. The Republican move- 
mem must be shown with whatever emphasis it takes 
that we do not, and will not, condone violence. As had 
been made clear, this does not mean that Sinn Fein is 
being isolated or marginalized. Contacts will continue 
at official level in order that we can establish whether 


H 


ll be no closing off of practical channels of 
communicauon and no lack of opportunity for dia- 


Z 
: 
il 
this 
tHE 


the continuing Courage and commitment of other politi- 
cal figures, notably John Hume (Social Democratic and 

}, who will, we understand, continue 
to engage in direct contact with the Sinn Fein leader- 
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hope that these exchanges will be successful and fruit- 
ful. [passage omitted) 


The honest and courageous icadership which the leaders 
of the Loyalist political parties have shown over recent 
days is commendable and once again demonstrates that 
they have a vital role to play in the search for a 
settlement. 


The fundamental problems which we need to overcome 
by political negotiation have not altered since last 
Priday. Indeed, Friday's bomb serves only to remind 
us of the urgency and necessity of agreement and 
of the terrible future to which a failure to agree 
would condemn all of us. Likewise, the basic principles 
which must underlie a scitiement have not changed. 
Nor has the route to agreement changed. There is no 
alternative to comprehensive and inclusive dialogue and 
Since the cessations of violence, the political path has 
been a torturous and difficult one. I have always thought 
and said that it would be so. Twenty-five years of 
violence aggravated the already profound lack of trust 
between the two communities and only served to restock 
what Senator Mitchel! called their vast inventories of 
historic recrimination. 

There is no doubt, however, that the road to the all- 
party negotiations, which are accepted as necessary on 
all sides, was made more uphill than it need have been. 
There can be no doubt that with greater flexibility and 
imagination all round we could have been touch further 
forward. 


Just as the Irish Government and Nationalists generally 
were for too long dismissive of the Unionist identity, 
and unwilling to acknowledge the real interests and fears 
of the Unionist community, so the British Government 
and Unionists generally have not anpreciated or taken 
on board the sensitivities and concerns and demands 
of the Nationalist community. The Unionists’ refusal to 
talk or their insistence that talks must be on their own 
terms and within a conceptual institutional framework 
of their own making has been decoded as a reluctance to 
take part in the common enterprise of building a society 
in which all can feel at home. Many Nationalists see it 
as a refusal to acknowledge or address their legitimate 
concerns. 


The search for peace and for a negotiated settlement to 
underpin the peace must inevitably he a joint enterprise 
between the two sovereign governments and ail those 
who... (pauses) al! those with a contribution to make 
to a solution. In this, the relationship between the two 
governments is the enabling condition for progress on 
all other fronts. It is, indeed, an iron law — to borrow 
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Mr. Paddy Ashdown’'s phrase — thal the prospect of 
success for any initiauve on Northern Ireland is in 
direct proporuon to the degree of agreement the two 
governments bring to bear in secking that objective. The 
pattern of the relauonship between the two governments 
over the past decades has been one of ever-growing 
cooperation. it is important to maintain thal Cooperation 
im the face of any threat of violence. It is evermore 
important tO maintain it to meet the challenge of 
peace and of underpinning peace through a negotiated 
setiement. 


Such cooperation requires an act of political will. Each 
government must operate within the constraints of its 
own situation. Good English politics all too often can 
make bad Irish poliucs — and the converse is, of 
course, equally true. The Anglo-irish agreement, the 
joint dec aration, and the framework document are so 
many mulestones along the road to our Cooperation and 
show the degree of convergence and solidanty which 
is possible when the political will and imagination 
is there, A carefully-coordinated approach is again 
necessi¢y. Both governments have interest in overall 
peace, stability, and in justice and fairness in Northern 
Ireland which transcend any partisan interest there. We 
need to make thal commitment shine out from our 
common position and to stay on message in that regard, 
to borrow the American phrase. [passage omitted] 


The political stand-off at the moment is mainly con- 
cerned with the disagreement as to whether an clection 
must come before negouations or negotuations before an 
election. This disagreement coincides more of less ex- 
actly with the constitutional fault line in Northern Ire- 
land: The pro-Unmion parties demanding an election first, 
the Nationalist parties the opposite. For as long as that 
remains the case, the clective process inevitably polar- 
izes the political debate. The Nationalist parties’ reluc- 
tance to begin with an clection is not, | believe, based 
primarily on a fear of a return to Stormont, although, of 
course, any such proposal would be anathema to them 
Kt reflects, | belheve, the fear that the purpose of such an 
election would be ritual and symbolic rather than prac- 
tical. Elections in Northern Ireland are provertial for 
their predictatuli*y. That predictability might almost be 
offered as one of the defining features of the probiem 


There is no doult whatever that elections wil! confirm 
whai is already incontroverubic: that there is a Unionist 
majority and a Nationalist minority in the percentages 
which they both know exactly. The Nationalists fear that 
the purpose of such an clection would be to establish 
the dominance of the majonty and the primacy of the 
international strand of negotiations... (pauses) internal 
strand of negotiations as a prelude to going to the 
table. The suggestion that the Nationalist community in 
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Northern Ircland should revert to the status of a subject 
minority is for them very like what a proposal for a 
united Ireland 1s for Unionists: a certain recipe for wall- 
to-wall opposition 


I think it 1s wise in debating the clecuon option to bear 
this ingrained refiex in mind. It is not of course allayed 
by the umonis! refusal to address these Concerns on the 
political track, or the refusal to discuss clecuve opuons 
with the Irish Government on the grounds that they arc 
af internal maticr 


Nationalist leaders have made known the many practical 
difficulues they foresee in approaching acgotiations 
to through the clecuve process. The very language 
illustrates some of the dangers: We fight elections, we 
do not fight negouations. Elections can be adversarial 
and confirm existing divisions. Negotiations must be 
inclusive and must seck new ways to make consent in 
a divided society a meaningful concept 


The final say about any clective process rests with 
those who are invited to stand for such elections 
namely the Northern Ircland political parties. We have 
said repeatedly that this issue should be a matter for 
discussion and thal the onus 1s on those who believe 
that the elective approach is best to persuade those who 
from expenence and analysis, have advanced several 
cogent objections to i 


I think t has been a helpful development that Pome 
Minister Major, in a carefully measured speech in 
the House of Commons yesterday, sought to address 
two areas of particular concern. He sought to provide 
assurances that an clective approach would not lead to 
inordinate delay. Secondly, he sought to make clear that 
all-party negotiaions would ensue as an immediate and 
direct result of an clective process 


I believe these clarifications are positive and helpful 
and will make it casier for the clective approach to 
be considered calmly and rationally in the manner we 
would wish to see. However, there is still a need 
for clarity on a range of other very important and 
very complex aspects of this issue, and the need to 
address these in discussions between the governments 
and ithe parves. The Mitchell Report, whose bref 
passing reference to an clective process received such 
unexpected prominence in the House of Commons. 
nevertheless sets out succinctly and shrewdly three 


important criteria 


It underlines the need for broad acceptitulity. This is a 
requirement of common sense as well as of fairness An 
elective process which was boycotted by the nationalist! 
community, of whose result was boycotted hy the 
nationalist Community, would serve very little useful 
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purpose, if any. There is an ominous precedent in the 
pnor assembly, which resembied in some respects some 
of the ideas now on the table, and which was boycotted 
by nationalist representatives in the carly eighties. 


Secondly, any elective process would need to have an 
appropriate mandate. This again could involve a wide 
range of issues. One of the most important would be the 
relauonships between any clecuve process and the nego- 
uating process. Uniess they were direct and immediaic 
and without scope for further preconditions, | do not see 
that nationalists would have any incentive to consider 
the proposal. The unionist suggestion that elections were 
an alternative to negotiations significantly increased op- 
position to that proposal 


Thirdly, there is a question Oi ne three-stranded process. 
I said earlier that any suggestion of an internal solution 
automatically guarantees the total opposiuen of navon- 
list political leaders in Northern Ireland. it would be es- 
sential that the three-stranded dimension is clearly atid 
unambiguously spelled out in any proposal for an clec- 
uve process and that the independent role of the gov- 
ernments and the integnty of the three-stranded process 
is guaranteec| at least to the same extent as in the 91-92 
talks. 


Looking beyond the particular issue of an elective 
process, there is an urgent need to address the basis and 
format of negotiauions themselves. Much work remains 
to be done to establish the model of negotiations which 
can command the agreement of all the parties. We need 
to establish which format would best enable a lasting 
settiement covering all the strands to be hammered 
out. We need to see how the potentially invaluable 
contibution which the Mitchell Repon could make can 
best be reflected in the negotiating process. 


It was the need to resolve these many complex issucs as 
well as to give momentum to the process of negotiation 
which led me to propose to the British Government 
the nouion of proximuty talker. | regret that this proposal 
seems to have been addre’ .cd and partly dismissed on 
symbolic grounds rather than on a consideration of the 
practicalities involved. The preparatory talks involved 
cight of mine parties in two governments. We had a 
firm target of the end of February. We had a range of 
complex and interlocking matters to discuss between 
the governments, and with all of these parties there was 
a danger that the contacts taking place, frequent and 
welcome through they were, could be merely a chain 
of mconchusive meetings. It was for that reason that 
| proposed that the two governments should take the 
iniuative of calling ali the parties into one convenient 
venue for an intensive two-day conference 


IRELAND 1s 


lam of course fully aware thal certain parties have difh- 
culty im mecung certain other parues. The arrangements 
and, s© '> speak, the geometry of the proceedings can 
easily oc arranged to take account of all of these sensi- 
uvitses and to ensure thal no group is pressunzed into 
a mectung which ut did not want to hold. Al the same 
ume the proximity of the parues would enable an inten- 
sive interaction to be set up between them and with the 
governments, using whatever contacts and mectings are 
appropriate for any given participant 


I beheve the present standoff between the approach of 
those who believe clections must precede negotiations 
on the one hand, and those who believe the clections 
should flow from negotiations on the other, we not 
necessarily ireconcilable. Many of the reasons which 
have led parties to adopt one or the other position reflect 
genuine and rational concei'ns, bul concerns which can 
perhaps be addressed and a\suaged. For that, however, 
a process of intensive discussion is necessary. The 
proximity talks proposal is intended essentially to deal 
with this, with this need and fasi-track the preparatory 
phase of talks 


If there is a speedier and better way of doing this, 
naturally the government will be open to it. So far, 
however, I have not heard any. | remain convinced 
that the proposal which we have made is a practical 
one and takes account better than most of the practical 
requirements of the situavon 


The Irish Government 1s also determined that, whatever 
route 1s taken ( = <di-party talks, there should he a 
place at the table tor the loyalist parues. The people 
who they represent have been part of the conflict in 
Northern Ireland, and they must be directly involved 
in finding a solution. We would have grave doubts 
about any mechanism which excludes them from the 
negotiating table. The loyalist parties have, as | have 
already said, made a positive contribution to the process 
of reconciliation which has been a feature of the last 18 
months. Only last week, | welcomed a delegation of the 
Progressive Unionist Party to Ivy House, where we had 
a most Constructive and encouraging mecting, and look 
forward to meeting the Ulster Democratic Party in duc 
course 


The immediate challenge facing the two governments 
is how to fulfill the mandate of the November commu- 
nique and to reach agreement wn the basis, participation, 
structure, format, and agenda of all-party talks. We will 
he continuing our efforts over the coming days, in con- 
sultation of course with the British Government, to put 
together a package of options which might he put to the 
parties in the near future 





ir report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
’ 


§ prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 














16 IRELAND 


The tacuseach and the prime munister will de able to 
review progress in thal regard al a summul very soon. 
1 am certain that | speak for every member of this 
House when I say that it 1s our fervent desire thal 
Sinn Fein be part of the scgouations which we wish to 
see in place. All parties represented here have worked 
closely with Sinn Fem in the Forum for Peace and 
Reconciliaiion for almost a year and a half. We have 
all guned from that expenence. | appeal to Sinn Fein to 
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make it possible to parucipate without qualification in 
the peaceful democratic process. | call upon the IRA not 
tc stand in the way of allowing Sinn Fein to do so. The 
people of ireland are ured of wars. Violence begets only 
violence, we demand peace. Together the people of this 
island have the patience and dciermination to overcome 
mustrust and to construct a politcal foundation strong 
enough to ensure thal peace wil! never again be broken 
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Germany: Rexrodt on Economic Relations With 
PRC 


LD0902145596 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1414 GMT 9 Feb % 


(FBIS Translated Text} Bona, 9 Feb (DDP/ADN) — 
German Economy Minister Guenter Rexrodi spoke in 
favor of continuing Chinese-German cconomic rela- 
uions “at a high level”. During Rexrodt'’s meeting with 
China’: Deputy Prime Minister Zhu Rongji in Bonn to- 
day the: two politicians agreed to intensify cooperation 
in developing the infrastructure in China and in high 
technology. the Germsa Economy Ministry announced. 
This lunchtime Zhu Aongji also met with German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl for an exchange of views. 


According to the information, during his meeting with 
Zw, Rexrodt particularly favored joint projects in the 
railroad sector, shipbuilding, and in building modern, 
environmentally fnendly power stauons, for which there 
is “increasing interest” in China. The German Govern- 
ment supports Beijing's application to join the World 
Trade Organization and, within the EU framework, fa- 
vors reducing resiricuons on the quantity of imports 
from China. 


The Economy Ministry says that in 1994 Chinese- 
German trade reached 25.6 billion deutschmarks. This 
means that China is “Germany's most important trading 
partner in the Third World.” However, the 1994 result 
is “not quite expected” to be achieved in 1995. 


Germany: Schaeuble Views Road to Monetary 
Union 


AU1202190596 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
12 Feb % jp 38-40 


[Interview with Wolfgang Schacuble, chairman of the 
CDU/CSU Bundestag Group, by Olaf Ihlau and Hans- 
Juergen Schiamp, place and date not given: “The World 
Will Not Come to An End”) 


[PBIS Translated Text] (DER SPIBGEL) Mr. Schacu- 
bie, when will the FRG Government postpone the 
date for the introduction of European Monetary Union 
[EMU]? 


[Schacuble] The decision on the introduction of EV 
will be made in the spring of 1998. We will be doing 


everything to achieve this objective on | January 1999 
We also consider it possible. 


[DER SPIBGEL) But the necessary postponement has 
been considered in the coalition leadership for a long 
ume 


[Schacubie] Why necessary’? We do not want it. More- 
over, considerations are immediately deliberately mis- 
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understood by th: public. There are too many peopic 
who currently sense a chance to destroy EMU 


(DER SPIEGEL) However, a reasonable policy must 
prepare for possibilities 

[Schaeuble] Of course. However, if considerations are 
already interpreted as deviations, one should no longer 
admit that one is thinking about anything. We are 
sticking to our line: Should there be a conflict between 
the observation of the ctability criteria and the schedule. 
we would rather advocate the postponement of EMU 
than the softening of the criteria. A European currency 
must be as stable as the German mark always has been 
when the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany) 


Was nol in power. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Is France already making immoral! 
offers to the Germans in the meantime’ 


[Schaeuble] No. In Prance there are a lot of discussions 
and there are different moods. However, ai no ume have 
President Chirac and Prime Minister Juppe said that 
the criteria should be softened. On the contrary: France 
is making every effort and is suffering considecradic 
political difficulues to fulfill the criteria 


[DER SPIEGEL} Last year, neither the Germans nor the 
French fulfilled the criteria. This year, it will hardly be 
any different. Is everyone closing his cyes and waiting 
until 1998”? 


[Schacubie] Germany will achieve the objective fry 1997 
and France can also make it. Only because the road is 
hard, one cannot say that this is too strenuous for one. At 
the moment, a discussion would give rise to the danger 
of the failure of EMU 


(DER SPIEGEL) According to the current opimon of all 
the French experts, Prance's attempt rapidly to reduce 
net borrowing to 3 percent would be hound to stifle 
economic activity there 


jschacuble] We should be a little careful about what 
Prance can of cannot manage. Our ncighbors’ sgreement 
to EMU has increased in an almost sensational way 


As everywhere in Europe, a basic economic policy 
question is hidden behind the discussion in Prance 
Can more growth be permanently secured with less 
stability’? According to our convictions, in a ume of 
global markets a deficit-financed stimulation of demand 
by the state is no longer promising. Prance must also 
take the road of reorganization 


[DER SPIBGEL|) li does not suit some Europeans that 
the Germans are telling them what they have to do 


[Schacubie] But we are not doing that. The Maastricht 
Treaty, not the Germans, stipulates what has to be done 
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Nor are we free from the temptation occasionally to 
blame our own problems on others. If we no longer 
took this treaty so sernously, would be said that the 
Germans were no longer sticking by their signature. 


There must be no doult about our reliability. The Social 
Democrats, who want to change the treaty. are making 
a mustake. 


[DER SPIEGEL) Oskar Lafontaine, a European from 
Saarland and the SPD chairman, wants improvements. 


[Schaeubie] Improvements mean changes. Lafontaine 
has been sowing doubts. He cannot even stop his 
Mr. Spoen in Baden-Wuertiemberg from putting up 
posters hostile to Europe in the election campaign. The 
resentment on which the SPD is banking there is rather 
primutive 


[DER SPIEGEL] However, the psychological prelude 
to withdrawal from Europe has already started in the 
Bonn government coalition, too. 


[Schacuble] Such an impression is wrong. Bonn wants 
EMU to come in 1999. And I am all for it 


[DER SPIEGEL] Even CDU [Christian Democratic 
Union/CSU [Christan Social Uniou) politicians, from 
Saxony Munister-President Kurt Biedenkopf to his 
Bavarian colleague Edmund Stoiber, have their doubts 
and reservations 


[Schacuble] ... but with serious arguments, and both are 
in favor of EMU 


[DER SPIEGEL] Do you actually share Helmut Kohl's 
concern that Europe will relapse into a normal free wade 
zone if EMU fails? 


[Schacubie] Such a danger exists. If unemployment is 
combated with less stability, there will probably be a 
race for devaluation and several national economies will 
try to solve the employment problems by instruments 
that sumulate demand and by turning the interes! screw 
Then we will soon arrive at protectionist measures. The 
single market is by 90 means irreversible. 


[DER SPIEGEL) Chancellor Kohl even regards further 
EU integration as a “question of war and peace for the 


2ist century.” 


[Schacubie] If Europe's economic integration is not 
completed, we will not make progress with political 
integration, ether. The late former Prench President 
Prancots Mitterrand said: Burope, this is peace and 
nationalism is war. We could relapse into old conflicts. 
In that case it is indeed a question of war and peace 
in the next century. We must prevent a repetition of 
the mistakes that led to enormous catastrophes in this 
century 
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[DER SPIEGEL) This sounds melodramatic 


[Schacubie] | am substantiating the concern to which 
you have referred 


[DER SPIEGEL) All the same, the fact remains thal 
in Europe there are a growing sumber of people who 
regard the postponement of EMU as likely or even 
necessary 


[Schacubie] | do not want to deny that. The discussion 
will even become increasingly grave and will be critical 
for some ume. However, in this way we will also 
get the chance to explain to the people that far more 
fundamental things are al issuc. That may be good 


There are tasks that nobody can fulfill alone: peace 
and freedom, tolerance and liberality, security at home 
and abroad. Only a Europe that concentrates its forces 
can achieve these objectives in a world where the focal 
points of dynamic development are moving away from 
our conunent 


[DF 2 SPIEGEL) The concentration of forces 15 aamed 
at vur favorite idea of a nuclear Europe that takes the 
initiative. Then the others have to see to it that they awe 
able to follow 


[Schacuble] We have always used the picture of the 
magnetic field: The core attracts and does not repel 
things. The six that embarked upon European unification 
did not repel the others, but attracted them. We do 
not exclude anyone. Everyone should participate and 
everyone is wanted. He who is unable of unwilling today 
should come tomorrow 


[DER SPIEGEL] Who do you think will be in ut in 
}999” 


[Schacuble] We have always said that it will not work 
without France. However, France and Germany are not 
Europe, so several others will have to take part. lt would 
be nice if Great Britain were also able to participate 


[DER SPIEGEL] But at the moment the fiercest criu- 
cism of EMU is coming precisely from London 


[Schacubie] In the Maastricht Treaty Great Britain 
reserved the right not to participate; we have to respect 
that. However, Great Britain can fulfill the criteria, as it 
is pursuing a successful cconomuc policy If the decison 
is made in the spring of 1998, I hope that Great Britain 
will say: So far, we have not been too much in favor of 
it, Dul we now want to take part 


(DER SPIEGEL) CSU Minister-Preaident Storher does 
not Dink that it will work without Maly, esther 


[Schacuble}] Edmund Storber’s concerns about southern 
Germany's specific economic problems are justified 
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The rato between the mark and the lira must sot 
deternorate any further. When EMU starts, a system that 
reduces the exchange rate margins between parucipating 
and not parucipating countries will have to be found. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The markets will be very impressed. 


[Schaeuble] They will be. You have seen over the past 
few years thal the exchange raics have statulized in the 
counties that the markets expect to parucipate in EMU. 


[DER SPIEGEL] However, at the expense of others, 
while the value of the German mark has msen cnor- 
muusly 


[Schacubie] A senous and credible policy will also 
convince the financial markets and reduce the exchange 
fate tensions in Europe. A European currency can 
statilize the world’s foreign exchaige markets more 
than the German mark alone. And we will have an 
chormous innovative thrust in Europe, which will help 


us in Germany in particular 


[DER SPIEGEL) However, the paradise thal you are 
describing will only be created if many parucipate. That 
will hardly be the case 


[Schacubie] May | remind you thai Europe stared 
with six participants. Meanwhile, something major has 
developed out of it. We cannot say that we will only do 
something if all agree. Then we will never make any 
progress. It will be a laborious process. If, finally, the 
objective is not completely achieved, the world will not 
come to an end 


[DER SPIEGEL) Would the end of the Euro also be the 
end of Helmut Kohi's chancellorship’ 


[Schacubic] I do not see this connection. By the way. 
EMU must not and will not fail 


[DER SPIEGEL) Mr. Schacuble, thank you for this 
interview 


Germany: Ruche on Country's Role in European 
Stability 

AU1202115396 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 9 Feb 9 pp &-9 


[Shghtl y abridged” text of lecture delivered by Defense 
Minister Volker Ruche in Hamburg on 5 February 1996 
“Courage To Assume Responsibility” | 


[FBIS Translated Text) Politics and morals — for many 
these are terms from different if not apparently antag- 
onistic worlds. Power and interest versus truth and up- 


rightness, realism and compromises versus loyal’y to 
principles and wWealism. common sense and respor.sit!- 
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ity versus ideology and faith — these or simula’ antag- 
onisms have been formulated like slogans. | Gunk i 1 
inappropnaic to unk along such lines 


There is no policy free of ethics. The question 1s not one 
of an alternauve between idcology and responsitulity, ut 
is one of conscientious, responsible action, 4 question of 
poliucs that 1s guided by its successes. Politics without 
an ethical foundation has no conscrence. Morals without 
a sense of proportion can be destrucuve 


ht as true both in Christian teachings and in western 
philosophy: The duty to preserve seace 1s the supreme 
ethical comniandment. Politics must preserve, promote 
and shape ;oace — internally and toward the outside 
lt 1s cquai'y undisputec thal peace is more than the 
absence of war. We can speak of real peace when 
people are free and enjoy nghts, when man's dignity 
is respected, when there is tolerance and solidarity, and 
when nature is preserved 


Peace cannm be had for nothing. Under the prevailing 
conditions of our world peace remains —- in theological 
terms — a promise. In reality remains incompicte 
and at risk. We have to work hard for peace day after 
day. It must be protected and preserved — if necessary 
through the use of force against unfair violence, under 
careful observation of the consequences and risks and 
with the reasonable and proportionate use of means 
This principle is also part of the Christian teachings 
it is also an essential concep of our Basic Law and the 
UN Charter 


Gaining sound moral understanding and convictions is 
one thing, mastering concrete challenges, 1s another 
Ethics teaches us to fight soblessness — yet no moral 
principle can tell us how to de it best. We know that 
we must complete internal unity in Germany — Put 
there are no ethical instructions on how to achieve it 
According to the ethics of peace we must work as hard 
as we can for peace in the world — Put it does net tel! 
us what if is exactly that we must do 


How to shape peace best in practical terms requires 
a new answer in cach individual situation Ve mow 
conscientiously ¢ciamune afguments and possMlities 
differing ways and means Politics must find the nght 
balance between conflicting oMectives and interests, al! 
of winch can be sound and ethical, it must find the hest 
solution as fa as conflicting obyectives are concerned 
and may involve even risks. Politics must do everything 
to minimize risks Pul Loere 16 fo Protection against 
the unpredictadic, politics must decide and suppor 
decisions in pubic. Politics must cuplain why certain 
things are done and others are not And it is my political 
caperience thal we can implement only those thongs that 
we can caplain to the people Ethical ofectives and 
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fwagmatk reasons must go hand in hand. This is what 
consttuics a politician's responstulaty — especially 
when « mvolves human lives. 


Peace and security are indivisible. The European rev- 
oluton, which gave Germany unity and Europe peace. 
has fundamentally changed the condivons. The cxisten- 
ual, but one-dimensional threat and the Cold Wa ae 
terms from a historical chapter that has been closed 
Our country ts sow only surrounded by fnends and 
partners. But we are located in the center of Europe 
We will be adic to enjoy enduring peace only when our 
neighbors can live in peace, too. Germany is a highly 
developed industrial nation and strongly integrated into 
the world cconomy Yesterday's enemy has surely dis- 
appeared, but there are numerous new risks. The enemy 
of today ts called instability. In the Caucasus and in the 
Balkans, mm the Middle East, and in North Africa there 
ae gumerous deeply rooted, religious, and nationalist 
smlagonisms, which again and again crupt into crucl 
conflicts. If fundamentalist and terrorist movements jon 
and, mayhe. even get access to arms of mass destruction, 
the msk of such constellations does not remain regional 
hemuted bul constitutes a threat to all of us 


Peace can be had only where the people can harvest 
its fruits. Apart from freedom and nights, requires 
cconom prosperity and social justice. The key word 
is: Statlity Creating peace means ensuring statulity 


Yet statlty can no longer be won through the balance 
of multtary potentials. This was the case in the frosty 
political era of the Cold War. Stability is created through 
respect for human nights, through sound democratic 
structures, a Prosperous cconomy, and social justice 
Responsitmiiny and interests meet in these targets, what 
is useful links up with what is ethical, and strategic 
understanding colludes with histoncal experience 


Germany is a medium-sized power, but a key factor 
m the system of European powers. Our situation in 
the center of Europe, our economic weight, and our 
influence im all important international organizations 
give us the opportunity to help shape the face of our 
continent to a considerable degree. This is also what our 
partners capect. Many people in our country have pot 
realized yet how important Germany is in international 
politics, what we can do, whal people expect us to, and 
how much responsitlity this entails. Yet. we cannot 
and do not have to do everything. Our responsibility 
only goes as far as the limats of our possitilines. We 
must set priorities that are reasonable and can be pul 
mto practice. Yet, responsibility also tells us not only 
to apply our own standards 


h ws Germany's task to create stability — especially in 
ts derect and indirect neighborhood. Modern security 
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policy creates the framework condmom fo a The 
miltary clement is one imsirumen t 
its special and also acw wmportance m the system of 
responsible politics. With the help of twee cramplcs | 
would like to clucwdate how this philosophy of statulsty 
becomes practical polacy — talored to the condoms 
and requirements of the individual regions in Central 
and East Europe we are gaming statilay Py opening 
our alliance structures to new memitcts and inicnulying 
cooperaion with others, im the former Yugoslavia we 
afe sccuring a sul) shaky peace with multary mcam 
so thal can consolidate, and mm the Middic Eat we 
are supporting the change from historical oppowtion | 

regional and cconoma Cooperavon 


! many and fas 


The North Atlantic Alliance and the EU have created an 
unprecedented aca of statulity mm western Europe The 
mechanism on which i is Pased ts called imtegration 
— the integration of Countries, small and Mg. as equal 
partners. And the integrative force of the Atlanta 
Alhance has given North Ametica and Europe more 
than just security. Manfred Woerner once sand (iat one 
of the greatest actuevements of the Allantx Allance 
is to have put an end to the vice of European power 
poly 


Stahulity in castern Europe can be had only when we 
make NATO and the EU ready for the future, open then 
to our castern neighhors, and Pring this process into the 
mgt balance in a new partnerstep with Rusia Ger 
many s neighbors im the cast will actoeve satiny only 
through integrating into the western structures Even the 
prospects of membership in the EU an NATO) provide 
a statilizing cfiect. These countries ae making all ct 
forts to qualify for memberstup. There is 
COMpPetition among memherstup candidates, wha h has 
a positive effect in the countries themecives and im rela 
ons with thea inmediate neighbors — a development 
that we descrite as neighborly statulity and which ms. at 
the same time, a condition for memhershy 


COmSTCuUCUS 


The interests of the central East Buropeans are converg 
ing with Germany's vital interests We do not want the 
border between stability and instaPility, hetwoen NATO) 
and EV and the rest of Europe, forever to he wentical 
with the castern border of our country It 1s 1 the interest 
of our country to be surrounded hy static democracies 
Dy allies and pwiners. We do not want to Ne a Country 
at the edge of western Europe 


Finally, there is a moral imperative The new demuacra 
cies in the center of Europe want to belong to the farmly 
of western democracies once and for all, and that 1 the 
EU At the same ime, they want to wee the Pas pol 
cal ngit to porn that alliance where the foe! mow secure 
New EU members should not have a security status that 
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ss infenor to that of the old members, wtach ae undar 
the protecuion of NATO 


The European revoluvon started in the Lenin Shipyard 
at Gdans?. i has brought us unaty. What we stil) have to 
achieve » European unity. No other country in Europe 
owes more to a Country such as Poland for being part 
of a united, free Europe, than ow country, which has 
benciited so much from the histoncal develcpmenu of 
the past few years 


Andrzej) Szecryporski fascinatingly brought « to the 
pont: “The fall of the Berlin Wall is closely related 
to Poland's fate in Europe. it was only then that Europe 
really began to cxist. There is no Europe without the 
Gotuc works of att in Krakow and Praguc, without 
the Dresden Zwinger, without the bridges of Budapest. 
Szczypiorski goes on to say that it 1s on the ocar future 
that the deeper and more beauuful sense in German 
unity hes as a stage toward the unity of all of Europe 
After all, through German unification, Poland itself has 
been united with the West 


in the former Yugoslavia, the international peace force 
is creating the basis and the framework condmon: for 
the development of civilian structures and for cconomuc 
recovery. Progress has meanwhile become encouraging 
The deployment of th peace force is taking place 
according to schedule. The disengagement of forces has 
been completed. The partes are cooperaung. The arms 
contol talks are making progress The Bundeswehr 
is parucipating in the Implementavon Force [IFOR] 
operation with a contngent of 4,000 men. For our armed 
forces Gus ws the biggest operation in thew history 
German soldiers are maimly used to supporting ie peace 
forces and take care of supply. Germany is, thus, making 
af important Ccontrbuion to peace, one that corresponds 
to sts respomsiDality 


The [FOR operation is indiepensadic for statulity in the 
Balkans. More than ©) nations are participating in 
However, its significance extends much further. In for- 
mer Yugoslavia, the ‘new NATO is practically reality 
The alliance is faced with new tasks in the largest op- 
craton in its history: collective crisis Management, and 
cooperation and the transfer of statlity are complement. 
ing collective defense. Our neighbors, who want to ac- 
code to the alliance, are already gaining experience of 
alliance Cooperation on a day to day basis. They could 
not wish for a hener form of preparation for admission 
Al the same time, Russia is finding out that ou offer 
of a new partnerstup is fot just an empty formula, but 
4 practical policy aimed at fostering Buropean stability, 
which will also benefit Russia 


Anyone who talks about statulity in Europe and is real. 
imag the concept of the wansfer of stability in political 
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pracince should act pus look at our ummodisic Coviren- 
mem. The European capernence shows that statulty can 
be strengthened through imicgratiion and regional Cocp- 
crabon and thal is somethung thal should not fe comfined 
to Europe. That is because scoursty wm Europe and sc- 
curnty for Euxcope cannot be separated from cach other 
The peace process im the Middic East ms the Dest cx- 
ample in Gus regad. Without peace in the Middic East 
and withoul mmtensive Cooperation hetwoen al! the states 
adjacent to the Medterrancan, there can be no statulity 
im the region and wlumaicly no security fo Europe 


The peace process in the Middic East illustrates what 
Germany can and should do: Our historical responsitul- 
ity has given our partnersiup with Ieracl a umgue form 
The confidence that Germany enjoys among the Arab 
States provides them with support and confidence on 
the path leading to a comprehensive peace. The weight 
that we carry witun the EU has made a key contribution 
to the EU's constructive role in the Middic East peace 
pracess 


Alongside securtly issues, a general coonoTm upturn is 
of decisive importance for long-term statulty The key 
to success in the Middle East peace process Comsists 
all those involved having realized it. the meantime that 
the stock of those clemens thal they have in common 
and the need to cooperate ae greater than ¢ ofd, 
historical differences between them The United States 
is indispensable for straicgically sccurmg the future 
peace order in the Middle East. The entire region 
counting on the EU, which u needs for ms economnx 
development. We ourselves will greatly benefit from 
that in the long term 


Without statulity in Central and Eastern Europe. there 
can be no security in Europe and withowt statilaty mm 
the Mediterranean region, there can he fo security for 
Burope. That is why the president has nightly sad 
Stabulity in the cast as well as in the sowth 1s emperative 


for Europe. 


In a world that has changed fundamentally, onentong 
policy toward statility © one neue Defining the role 
of the armed forces within this new constellation m the 
other issue 


Together with the amed forces of our allies, the Bun. 
Geswely has ensured peace in freedom for dxcades — 
the longest period of peace in German history The Bun 
deswely is politically and intellectually firmly anchored 
mm German demactracy The defense of freedom and 
peace is a mor obligation Thai is why miltary ser 
vice in a democratic state has an ethical domenwon The 
Bundeswehr is an instrument of our formgn and secu 
tity poly. However, the role of our Armed Forces has 
changed. Yesterday, its defenuve capacity i the coma 
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of Europe was a factor wm the allbance’s Geterrence struc- 
ture. Today. the Bundeswety's range of tasks 1 more 
éverec and polmcal 


There « a polmcal enctgy comtamned wethen the mcreas 
mg imicgraton of Europe's armed forces whose umpar- 
tance Cannot he overestimated. Through the Buracorps. 
the French, Belgians. Germ ons, Spaniards and Luacm- 
burgers arc formung a lage European multay forma- 
von. The command of the Dutch-German Corps ahier 
nates between a German and » Dutch general: the Dutch 
we Grocting thew forces from Germany. “Communitatc 
valemus — together we are strong — i the corms 
motto and « accurately reflects the new form of coca 
tence and Cooperation in Europe. Multinational muinaty 
structures require a Common undervianding of European 
security. They make acting alone a the natvonal level 
more difficult. They create confidence, because emailer 
and larger ncighbors are equal partners 


The broad cooperation with the armed forces of our cast- 
rh Partners fot only serves to promote statulity om these 
countries ht is also provides emportant assistance to our 
ncighhors im developung thew vaparty fow OORT at ct 
and adrmeson. A a few weeks ago, German and Polish 
soldvers held jount exercises in Solan’ and m Germany 
for the first ume Last year, Poli, Ge man, and Danish 
paratroopers honored the dead at A wschwrtz together. hi 
Was af image thal moved the world. Anyone who ts fa 
tmuliar with the histones of our peaple: can judge how 
important thus togetherness ts for the me epurit that is 
shaprng Europe. The Bundeswehr has a task to perform 
that goes heyond that. Participation im peace missions 
and cris deployments under the auspices of the immer 
navonal Community 1s a ew, difficult challenge for all 
of us poltically, mulitarily, and morally 


A foreign and security policy thal is ornented toward 
statulity must prevent crises and conflicts of check them 
m the place where they aise, and political, diplomatx 
and cconomic Means trast be used first of all. However 
political action may fail if hehend i, there 1s no readiness 
t© restrain those who are willing to Dring about peace 


We must learn a lesson from the horrifk war in former 
Yugoslavia — to put « Muntly and frankly A change 
only came about after the international community 
showed thal was determined not to accept aggression 
degradation, and genxwe any more, It is ue that 
multtary force alone cannot secure a lasting peace, Put 
if all the politcal means ae exhausted, the miltary 
Can Serve a6 af instrument of last resort for preventing 
aggression, smoothing the way to a political solubon 
and mm the end creating and maintaining framework 
condimoms for a peace settlement. The employment of 
he deterrent effet of military force on aggressors and 
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murderers showld act Come too late apd of should he 
crodiic. A tmlure to act cuts of tea of mk ought 
CaTy more ruks ee a mw De jong term Gad to at 
m the swarcoees that there are rks 


ht was oot casy for us to decade to send oar oom & 
former Yugosievia. Our acho 1 and remams moderatc 
and carctully comadered. tn cach ondirvedual Case, goals 
and opportumbes, mks and opportunites have to he 
Tupulously weghed up History and the present show 
us that the use of Geittary Mmcans can he wera! 
However, « can \« just @& tmmorad fot to cpley 
the muitaty when thew deployment us secematy bh 
is a question of Oe responsiic, bowie’ use of force 
to check unjust wolence. By comrast. anyone wt» 
Diendly adheres to pactiiem us clowng hes cyes to realsty 
of making tumeci! guilty because be ts wlumatcly 
playing into the hands of the aggressor That m why 
German Evangelical Church leader Schemade nightly 
sad: “Human nights vwolaboms ae a horrifx reality 
m our world, They concern all of us They ae not 
the omtcrnal afta of an walividual state, Pot a matic? 
that concerm the cnure imernational Commmunmty A 
count me out attitude mmvites the use of force and 
leaves victims defenseless. If you read Marten Luther: 
comments on the fifth commandment, what you find ts 
The commandment docs not only apply to the person 
commuting evil, hul also to her eho can protect and 
save bis neighhor.. and fais to §=. so Nt ts a question 
of the fundamental value of + sdaity having proerity 
over non-violence whatever the prove 


We cannot create an land of peace and prowperity and 
duregad what « gong on around ws. We will only 
he atic to preserve the order that has given ws peace 
in freedom to thi day, if our neighbors wm Europe ae 
lveng in peace and freedom This view not only accords 
with our sense of valucs, Pul 6 part of our ranseon d cal 
There is a growing awareness of this in Germany 


That ts why i ts extremely valuate that the Bundeswehr 
mission in former Yugoslavia has the supper of a 
broad majority of tie German Bundestag and of the 
German people, Witten the space of a few years, a new 
consensus has emerged on the core tasks of German 
security policy as well as the musson and role of the 
German Armed Forces. | am pleased and grateful for 
that 
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Cermany | asfontaime Speaks to Bundestag on 
bosom 

AUORO) 184506 Marz ZDF Teipmmon Network 
om German 1250 GMT & Feb 


(Statement by Oskar Lafontamnc, charman of the Sactal 
Demarax Party of Germany and memset -pressdent of 
Samland, » he Bundestag Bons — live) 


(PBIS Translated Text) Listening to the federal chan- 
celior's statement. | have asked myself how a uncm- 
ployed person would take f who 1 watching the dchatc 
Of tclevinon Sow and wants to know what prospects he 
will have mm the oeul few years 


Agunst Gus background, | would lke to take up 
you suggestion, Mr. Chancellor, and tell you that you 
found the ngitt tone regarding Cooperabon hetecen the 
differem state levels. We like your serious proposal to 
push certam solutions along with the Sundewa and 
di: communities. This differs pleasantly from what we 
heard wm the last dehate and partly also today, when 
speakers said, in the case of differences of oprmon, that 
the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] is only 
a woublemaker and rejection 


if we do fot succeed i the present situation im arriving 
a Gecisons that lead to an improvement of the situation, 
we will all fal before the unemployed Then a is 
unimteresting to see who was might here of there in 
the past. We will then all fail before the unemployed 
ljapplause] To that extent, | readily continue this tone 
and would like to deal with the Pusincestike proposal 
suberutiod by you, because it is clear that Germany was 
wating for the cluef of government to speak about the 
future in a situation in whach unemployment has reached 
a record figure, and to say what could be done, and 
what specif steps would have to he taken to improve 
the situation. In tus respect, Mr. Chancellor, | rust 
say Chat regarding the general statements thal you riade 
here, basically | have sothung to criticize. ht is correct 
that you reduced the state quota in the 198s bt is 
also correct that you had a temporary mcrease in jom 
However, what goad does it do the unemployed who are 
now watching the debate on tclevisson and were wasting 
for the chuef of government to say what he (hunks should 
he done pow’ lapplause! 


The decisive Ging is that the proposals you submutied 
we inadequate and are insufficent to solve the promiem 


For a long ume sow, we have held the view that 
the cacessive ancillary wage costs burden Germany 
=m a busmwmess locaton Por Gus reason, my colleague 
Kurt Biedenkop! and | suggested several years ago 
that Gus teeue showld he tackled We made « sumher 
of proposals, You do oot have to accept all of them 
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bul « «. of course, strange, Mr. Chancelics, and 
aoluicly madeguaic tor you wo sey he et ae 
perhaps goung to solve ts wmportam profiem to a 
madest cxtemt Py 20D If you do not say procescly 
how ts can te dome sow. you will @ the same 
ume say im the Annual Econom Report that the 
old-age Pemweon meurance ComtPuloms will morcase 
ourung ueuwrance Conthuons will mercasce, bead 
imeurance comtrmwoms will mcreasc, and. if ths us 
gowng on, unemployment imeurance conmtriPubons will 
also mcrease. This ts the unsatisfactory situation You 
tml to give answers to help solve central ports of 
German cconomx policy. [applause] 


Let me tell you what could be done. Regarding old- 
age penwom, we will of course have to frewew the 
payments. | suggested that a solution could be agreed 
upon on the Pass of carly reurement. A prerequisite 
ns — | agree with what Rudolf Scharping sand — that 
employees who paid imsurance for decades should enjoy 
protecbon of comfdence. (therwise, fo agreement can 
he had with us [applausc) 


We have sand aga and again that the social mmeurance 
system should he caemm from other burdens In this 
comnecton, you will certainly say, Mr. Bluem. that the 
Bundesrat occationally agreed. Bul this is an undes- 
atic development. We have often deplored the misuse 
of socsal benefits But thes os a drastic mosuse of social 
imeurance funds for wihech polmymakers are csscntally 
responsitc and primarily the government ied hy you 
hex ause you were not Courageous cnough following un- 
hcavon to sugges tax mcreases and tax financeng. After 
all, os much camer to take the funds from the sacsal 


huagets | applause | 


After the laender and Mr Dressler held negotiations 
with you on the issue of health mewrance, we ae now 
ready to conduct further segotations Only we want faz 
play. Minster Sechofer, if you want to deal with the 
howpetals separately Decame you argue thal thu issuc 
does not require the suppor from the other side, then 
the laender fee! cheated. That is not the night approach 
As someone who has served a mayor for many years 
and heen involved mm land poltas for a long ume, | 
am teling you that you must look af the weastmeni 
of ouldon patients, Oc pharmaceutical industry, and 
hoepvtals im the samme contest, and thal you cannct 
play a false garmne that mught he supported by the PDP 
of a wingle land. mayhe Thai ts oot cuactly a mayer 
ateevermen [applause] 


As (@ as Unemployment insurance 6 Concerned. we can 
of course, also Giecuss a more epecifc wee of funds 
(nly, @¢ Must preserve confidence i the system, and «1 
must he cleat that we comPune all ow reforms wader one 
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slogan, namely that social benefits are granted wherever 
people need them, and thal we reorganize all those areas 
and follow new paths in areas where certain benefits 
have turned out to be superfluous because people no 
longer need them. The principle of need, which we 
discussed here before, is, basically, not a principle that 
can be ignored; quite the opposite, it is a guiding 
principle of any sociai policy — al least in my view. 
(applause } 

Therefore, | am telling you Mr. Kohl — if you would 
please lend me your car, thal is a most important issuc; 
1 am sorry, I did not mean to be polemical -— that, as far 
as the legal ancillary wage costs are concerned, which 
almost doubled over the past 20 years, it will not do to 
say that this year contributions will go up everywhere, 
and in the year 2000 we might solve something. That 
is the first mistake in your offer. | am making you 
another concrete offer to make decisions faster and more 
efficiently. 


This takes me to my second point, tax policy. Here you 
are cheating again, as has been proved. Your party has, 
and so has mine, discussed the issue of raising the value- 
added tax [VAT] so that social insurance contributions 
can be cut, as well as the issue of ecological tax 
increases. Such things were discussed in your ranks and 
in our ranks. | now read in your annual tax report: The 
tax system must be simplified. Gradual changes of the 
tax structure toward reducing the burden of direct taxes 
will serve this objective, that is to say putting greater 
emphasis on indirect taxes. 


Chancellor, could you please use the opportunity and 
explain what you mean by that? Do you want to increase 
the VAT, the excise duties on the VAT side; or do 
you want to — what has been discussed in many CDU 
(Christian Democratic Union] land groups, such as in 
Hesse, and even in the CSU [Christian Social Union), 
dear Mr. Glos: just read what your environmental circle 
wrote down — or do you want to introduce an additional 
ecological burden, something so nicely worked out by 
Mr. Repnik, but which he is no longer permitted to 
present? What do you want? 


I am telling you that this is the first blunder. In your 
annual economic report you clearly say that you want to 
lay greater emphasis on excise duties, but — because of 
the upcoming elections — you are not telling the people 
what you will really do. Beware of another tax lic. | find 
that unbearabic, ladies and gentiemen. [applause] 


You know very well that putting off things to the year 
2000 is an act of dishonesty. And you also know very 
well that you will not come under 40 percent with a 
more carcful arrangement of social benefits. So, picase. 
do not lie to the Germans in this connection. 
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Second; [unintelligible interjections} Look, I'll come 
back to that. When you say: What do you want? 


My Bundestag group presented a draft law in this house 
to cut the social security contributions and, instead, to 
increase the ecological! excise duties. You voted against 
that because you considered it to be wrong. So, please 
don’t shout: What do you want? [applause] You had 
better ask yourself this question. [unintelligible inter- 
jeciions} These ambiguous formulations ... [unintelligi- 
ble interjections) you must know the facts of the issue 
[sentence incomplete as heard] We will find a solution 
by putting greater emphasis on excise duties, on indirect 
duties. You will no longer get away with such ambigi 
ous formulations. Moreover, you will wrong all those 
who are unemployed in this country. [applause] 


And now, chancellor, our next issue will be tax policy. 
I would have wanted you to make things clear as far 
as this tiresome issue of the solidarity tax is concerned. 
One must know something about the matter. Otherwise, 
one is not familias with all the games one can play. 
We are faced with two statements. One is that of the 
federal finance minister, who is permanenti, fulfilling 
the Maastricht criteria, and then permanently failing to 
do so. 


He says this will only work if the FDP [Free Democratic 
Party] plays along. The FDP says it will also do this 
even if the laender do not play along. It is up to you 
to clarify things, Mr. Chancellor, or should we continue 
to have a situation where fiscal policy is nothing but a 
collection of lies and deceit in this country? [appiause} 


It makes no sense at all for to deliver lectures on what 
has been said in the election campaign. The point is to 
confront the issue at hand, make clear statements, and 
reach decisions, Mr. Chancellor. We have had enough 


vague and nebulous speeches over the past few years. 


This brings me to a popular topic of the FDP. Where is 
the FDP chairman? Perhaps he has something important 
to do. He has asked what the situation is concerning 
tax on industrial capital. Here, too, you are not truthful 
because at no point today did you say that this tax should 
be fair on everyone. In fact, this is not a fair tax, but, 
in the opinion of industry, this is an increased burden 
On enterprises, an increased corporate tax. It is a joke 
that the FDP is struggling for corporate tax increases. 
But, from the point of view of political propriety, it is 
wrong when Siemens and the Deutsche Bank want to 
abolish the tax on industrial capital, which would merely 
worsen economic conditions for handicrafts. That is the 


nonsense you are propagating today. [applause] 


And then you say you want to reduce the tax on 
industrial capital. Who would be against that? However, 
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So I presume you want to reduce many taxes. Who does 
not? Aad you want to abolish the solidarity surcharge 
in 1997. We would like two abolish  immodiately, 
including the tax on industrial capital. In fact, we 
would like to abolish all taxes. Bul we want to be 
more serious, and af some slage we would like to 
discuss how to achieve in Concrete terms what you have 
described today in such imprecise and, sometimes, in 
such frivolous terms. So much for fiscal policy. 


I have told you that we are acung for the sake of an 
ecological tax reform. If a free vote were to be held here, 
Mr. Glos, you would have a clear majority in favor. | 
know that from many discussions | have had, even with 
members of the CDU/CSU group. And there is a reason 
for dus. | will try to present you with an argument. 
Once again you have mentioned genetic engineering 
and talked of a world ecological market worth $150 
billion. The IFO Institute has mentioned $100 billion. 
But perhaps you should realize that the world ecological 
market is worth 10 times that sum — in other words, 
$1,000 billion — and you would be well advised to 
promote the developmen: of environmental technology, 
an excellent feature of our industrial capacity, a sphere 
in which we are world leaders concerning exports, and 
turn this sphere into a job-creating export hit. Here you 
have a glaring deficiency in your policy 


Mr. Chancellor, | realize that you have frequently held 
talks with the rural districts, and here I come to the 
next point. | do not mean to sound ironic, but what 
is the result of your talks? Go and visit these districts 
again and take a look at the deficits that have taken 
shape there. We have a common task here, ladies and 
gentiemea — to tidy upon the finances of rural districts 
and developments in this sphere have taken a dramatic 
turn. Make suggestions. We cannot bypass you because 
we have control over the rural districts. We would come 
under pressure from the grass roots to carry out a reform 
to the rural districts. Why are you unwilling to recognize 
the problem? Do not complain about the reduction in 
investments activity in Germany if rural districts in the 
cast and in the west have been rendered incapable of 
investing. 


What is impermissible is that you are burdening rural 
districts with the costs of unemployment. That is not a 
reform to the welfare state. That is just like reducing 
the solidarity surcharge and making the laecnder make 
up the deficiencies, of reducing the tax on industrial 
capital and making up the deficiency with an increase 
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in value added tax, or making crafismen pay for these 
deficiencies for the benefit of the greater suffering 
industries in Germany, methods like this. 


Your entire policy in this regard is quite simply wrong. 
That is the case if you take the fact thal you are ready 
tO aCCeEpl poorer invesiment as a result of lowering the 
trading Capital tax, thal you are seriously considering an 
increase in the value-added tax, and that, for cxampic, 
you are not doing anything to bring down ancillary wage 
costs. It is all flagrantly hostile toward medium-sized 
businesses and toward the trades. [applause] 


Because your position papers always repeal the BDI's 
[Federation of German Industry] tax policies parrot- 
fashion, that is something you have failed to realize 
for years now. What you are proposing will receive the 
support of the BDI to a large extent. However, peopic 
in the trades, medium-sized businesses are noi primarily 
concerned about secing the abolition of the trading 
capital tax. Whai they want to see is that the excessively 
high wage ancillary costs are finally lowered. They do, 
of course, want a reduction in trade carnings (ax, too, 
but on the basis of solid financing. You have not said 
anything about that. How should one hold talks with 
you if you Go not even set oul your concept. 


Concerning the fifth point, the streamlined state and 
reducing the administration. (unintelligible interjection) 
I would like to tell you once again that your FDP 
concept... Please, listen to me, please, you asked me. 
You may consider the FDP concept to be night — that 
is, to abolish the trading capital tax and thus make things 
worse for many people in the trades and for company 
investment — bul in our opinion, that is wrong from the 
economic angle. It is foolish and we will not go along 
with that. [applause] It is as simple as that. 


Now, I would like to turn to the streamlined state and 
the administration. It's now up for consideration by the 
Bundesrat. Proposals of key importance simply are not 
being made. First, | have always sought to see part-time 
jobs made available in the civil service field. That has 
been been biocked for years. [unintelligible interjection] 
1 would just like to complete setting out my ideas and 
then you can ask your question, Count Lambsdorff. 


The second point I have been making is that we 
should talk about promotions. That was raised in the 
introduction — I think it was you who actually raised 
it — and then there are the imbalances that have 
emerged over the years. | said that we should above 
all discuss carly reurement and the reductions that have 
to be accepted. I have said that at every conference 
of minister- presidents, and your interior minister has 
Nol presented anything on this subject. Nothing has 
been presented concerning the three proposals that 
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1 have made, nothing. There has been no response _ will be able to create thousands of jobs. (unintelligible 
to our proposals. It is your turn now. [unintelligible interjection) 

interjection) That is of much more importance for the 


[Deputy Speaker Klose) Mr. Minister-President, | de- 
cide who is going to speak. 
[Lafontaine] | am sorry, I did not mean to cut you short. 


[Deputy Speaker Klose] Count Lambsdorff, you may 
take the floor. 


[Lambsdorff} Mr. Minister-President, may |, in view 
of your railing against a reduction in the trading 
Capital tax, a change in the position of your Bundestag 
group, remind you that the Central German Handicrafis 
Association has expressly come out in favor of a 
reduction in the trading capital tax. 


[Lafontaine] Count Lambsdorff, you are right about that, 
as we do carefully study the business press. You are 
right. However, | am not railing against a reduction 
in the trading capital tax. You cannot try to catch me 
that way, using lawyers’ tricks. | am railing against 
worse investment conditions for the great majority of 
businesses. In my opinion, a trades association president 
who fails to grasp that should be voted out. That is my 
answer. (applause). 


I would not like to address some remarks to my 
colleague, Mr. Teufel, who is fortunately still here. That 
really was an impressive performance. | applause) | have 
not only heard the chancellor say that he wants to put 
social insurance in order by the year 2000, and now 
all the chancellor's heirs are thinking about what they 
should do in this regard. I have also heard you mention 
a tax schedule for the year 2000. What is this all about? 


Are you not in a position to present a proper tax 
schedule now? If not, then why not? During all the 
negotiations on taxes, | have noticed that this cannot 
be done with Waigel. He does not want to shoulder 
the responsibility for the unpleasant decisions that this 
would entail. One can accept that, but he should say so. 
You should not bother to write things like that in your 
report because you simply do not want these things to 


happen. [applause] 


Then, along comes the nice minister-president of Baden- 
Wuerttiemberg and says something about abolishing 
subsidies, and, of course, when he says that, then he only 
always mean coal. Then he starts arguing in favor of 
reviving some of the tax breaks that we have abolished. 
Minister -President Teufel, you did receive applause, but 
what you did was really shabby. (applause) Do you 
mean to say that by reducing coal subsidies to zero, you 


You speak about reducing coal subsidies almost every 
week; we read this in every newspaper. Do you believe 
you can create jobs by such a step? You suggest that 
tens of thousands of jobs should be abolished. Those 
who suggest this specific measure, but argue in this 
way if subsidies are cut back in their own federal land, 
are not credible at all. But I do not mean you, | mean 
you, gentlemen — Mr. Waigel and Mr. Chancellor. Let 
me tell you something: We abolished these ridiculous 4 
billion marks in tax subsidies with the mutual promise 
not to blame one another for this step, with the mutua! 
promise to bear joint responsibility for this decision. In 
view of your appearance here, | tell you that you are 
not even able to stand by your promise. That is the 
weakness of your government! [applause] You should 
be ashamed! 


For a correct assessment of what colleague Spoen 
said on venture capital, | quote SUEDDEUTSCHE 
ZEITUNG of 6 February: It looks bad in the Federal 
Republic. While the venture capital invested in young 
technology firms was 4.1 billion marks in the United 
States in 1994, it was no more than 40 million marks 
in the Federal Republic. That is why colleague Spoen 
was right to say that you talk a lot about venture capital, 
but nothing happened. The report also says something 
about it, but the result is extremely weak, ladies and 
gentiemen. [applause] 


Now a word on your employment market policy. Let 
me say something on your errors of the 1980's, your 
fight against shorter work hours that you also addressed 
here today. You always present statistics here. I must 
remind you that these statistics say nothing on the real 
Situation in our country. We must add the number of 
part-time jobs, and how many of them are subject to 
payment of social insurance, and how many of them 
enjoy protection against unlawful dismissal. We must 
see the people's social situation and not be satisfied 
with statisucs which basically do not supply precise 
information. (applause) 


I also told you repeatedly that you were wrong to veto 
the reduction of work hours. Fortunately, you corrected 
this now. You speak about the reduction of overume 
work. Is it not a scandal that the unemployed in this 
country that I am talking about hear about millions of 
unemployed and at the same ume about 2 billion hours 
of overtime work? Is this not a scandal of our society” 
{applause} The German Trade Union Federation [DGB) 
has rightly said that not all overtime work is paid and 


registered — DGB representatives naturally go into the 
factories and companies to see what is going on there. 
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That is why I refer to the suggestion cf solidarity, 
which appeared in some of your documents. You should 
see the clement of solidarity that is contained in the 
concept suggested by the trade unions. They suggest 
that by granting compensation time, companies could 
give others an opportunity, give others a job — an 
Outstanding task of our whole society thal you should 
not block or discredit. [applause] I say quite clearly 
here that if this is nci possible by way of collective 
agreement, it would be gratifying to hear deputies of 
your party say that the Bundestag must do something. 
This is precisely what our party has suggested, and 
if you say that this is going too far, you should 
suggest a compromise, instead of only talking about 
it, and without reaching a result in the interests of the 
unemployed. (applause) 


It is interesting that your report also contains something 
on the wage quota and the development of entrepreneur- 
ial incomes. Since restraint regarding pay settlements 
has been stressed again and again, | wish to remind you 
of two votes that may surprise you — the vote of the 
Confederation of British Industry, CBI, which says that 
it cannot be in our interests that the trend of decreasing 
wages and salaries in the national income continues in- 
definitely. It says it often put its fist on the table in the 
past, but it hardly sees any risks in a further increase of 
real incomes today. 


In Japan, the president of [?Keidanren], the famous 
employers association there, says that he is critical of 
employers association demands for a wage freeze and 
that such a move will not stabilize domestic demand. 
Concerning the calls for a wage freeze that | have 
already heard from you, I would like to formulate 

in strict economic terms and maybe one can get 
through to you then. If employees no longer want to 
participate in increasing productive wealth, although 
they have already made some declarations of intent 
in this respect — I would like to take that up — 
[unintelligible interjection]. If that is not possible, then 
you are not just refusing to allow them to participate in 
greater productivity. This is not only unacceptable from 
the social angle. It is also quite simply wrong from the 
economic angle, as you can read in many books about 
macroeconomics. 


Incidentally, Mr. Chancellor, we were pleased to hear 
you say that you do not want Thaicherism. | am quite 
willing to concede that we have not come that far yet, 
because Thatcherism was not that successful. You only 
have to look at at the way in which it has been judged by 
the international financial markets. However, what you 
have proposed over the past few years concerning the 
dismantling of social welfare provisions goes beyond 
what we consider to be acceptable and balanced from 
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the viewpoint of the distribution of wealth and income 
in this republic. [applause] 


And | have to tell you that when you, coaliuon speakers, 
once again stress how important it is to lower the wealth 
tax, one is sometimes Iefi speechless, speechless, Count 
Lambsdorff. Perhaps you still recall thal sometime ago, 
in view of the argument concerning asset taxation, we 
carried out a considerable reform of the wealth tax to 
benefit companies by basing such taxation on balance 
sheet asset values. However, perhaps you have already 
forgotten ali of that in this new year. 


I want to somewhat moderate what | am saying. When 
I see, when I see, esteemed Count Lambsdorff, that you 
seriously mean to promote growth, employment, and so- 
cial justice in this land, through your package of mea- 
sures by wanting to abolish the wealth tax, lower un- 
employment contributions, lower unemployment bene- 
fit, cut welfare benefits, and when | then hear on the 
news about 100 German marks for old people, then | 
feel sick. I have to put it that clearly for once. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, that is why we would have liked 
to have heard concrete proposals concerning a reduction 
in ancillary wage costs, your package of measures 1s 4 
sloppy piece of work, we would have taken up concrete 
proposals. We would have liked to have heard concrete 
proposals concerning the tax schedule for the year 2000 
A problem that | have frequently raised is that the 
level at which income starts to be taxed is far too low, 
which encourages moonlighting. However, you are too 
cowardly to stand by the modest agreement thal we 
reached on reducing tax breaks. Now, you have just 
demonstrated that once again. [applause] 


We are of the opinion, along with the Greens, and some 
members of your Bundestag group, in fact, a consider- 
able number of your members, that an ecologically ori- 
ented reform of taxation would be night to allow Ger- 
man industry to continue to claim its share of the great 
global market for environmental protection. We are of 
the opinion that the municipalities should be made capa- 
bie of carrying out investment projects once again, and 
we would like to ask for concrete decisions once more 
We are of the opinion that what your interior minis- 
ter has proposed to the federal authorities, laender, and 
municipalities to reduce the administrative budget is in- 
adequate because three basic demands have not been 
taken into account. The duration of managerial assign- 
ments has not even be limited: Trying to settle the issue 
with tnal periods does not go far enough The laender 
are better informed in this respect and have better pro- 
posals to make 


Mr. Chancellor, | would have liked to have taken up 
what you have offered us. In terms of the overall tenor, 
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it was completely in order. One could see your concern 
about 4 mulliop people being registered as unemployed 
in this republic and thal many more are looking for 
work. However, what you have offered is inadequate 
and ill-suited to alleviating these problems. 


Germany: Unemployment Reaches Postwar Record 
AU0802150496 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 8 Feb 9% pi 


[Report by Rolf Dietrich Schwartz: “Unemployment at 
Record High") 

{FBIS Translated Text) Bonn, 7 Feb — The statistically 
registered unemploymeat in Germany rate has reached 
the highest level since World War Il. The president 
of the Nuremberg Federal Office will 
officially announce today that 4.158 million people are 
unemployed in Germany. The previou: record high of 
4.042 million unemployed was registered two years ago. 


According to information available to FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU, the sumber of unemployed in western 
Germany rose to 2.901 million in January; in the new 
- laender it was 1.257 million. The unemployment rate 
— based on the entire work force — thus increased to 


9.4 percent in the west and 16.8 percent in the cast.- 


That is 10.8 percent throughout Germany. According to 
the calculations that were previously used —- which ae 
based on the number of all persons in paid employment 
— the unemployment rate even rose to 12.0 percent. 


The sumber of unemployed went up by 368,336 over 
December 1995, which is an increase of almost 10 
percent. Compared with January 1995, unemployment 
in the whole of Germany is 8 percent up; 5.7 percent in 
the west and 13.8 percent in the new laender. 


The Federal Labor Ministry speaks of a “current rece +- 
sion.” Norbert Bluem's ministry says that one must not 
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gloss over zaything, the siuauon should not be made 
to seem more dramatic than if actually is either. The 
drop in employment must not be compared with the 
carly 1980's, because reunification has resulted in cn- 
rely new labor market problems and a completely dif- 
ferent work force potenual. “Also — despite the current 
recession — the number of gainfully employed persons 
in the old laender is much higher than it was a decade 
ago,” the ministry says. 
According to this assessment, unemployment in Ger- 
many is below the international average. Britain, whose 
successes in employmeni policy are frequently praised, 
has unemployment figures thal are above the west Ger- 
man ones. 


The ministry says that the labor market's central prob- 
lem is long-term unemployment. The sumber of long- 
term unemployed has risen to over 1.1 million, which 
is almost one-third of all unemployed. Forty percent of 
them are older than 55. Al 8 percent in the west and 
7.4 percent in the new laender, unemployment among 
young people is clearly below the international level, 
the ministry says. 


Agmong other things, the coalition in Bonn is planning 


“© tighten the guidelines for acceptable jobs, ughien 


the control of abuse by unemployed persons, reduce 
ihe periods for which unemployment benefits are paid, 
and allow below-standard wages in connecuon with job 
creation measures. These are the main points of a job 
promotion act reform, upon which a working group of 
the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union 
and the Pree Democratic Party, chaired by Norbert 
Bluem, has now agreed. 
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France: Juppe \ «ws Domestic, European Issues 
AU1202190796 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
12 Feb 96 p7 


{Interview with Preach Prime Minister Alain Juppe by 
Jochen Heha; place and date not given: “Alain Juppe: 
Now the Hour of Truth Has Come") 


slowing down of economic activity at the end of 1995, 
this is really a great achievement. The second common 
characteristic is our joint goal to reduce the tax burden. 
Germany has announced this for 1997/98. And | must 
say that | was very surprised to see that, here, the things 
done in France and in Germany were compared and 
people pretended thai there was a contradiction. The 
German Government has made a commitment for 1998. 
So have we. | cannot see any contradiction in economic 
policy. Of course, there are differences. Thus, in contrast 
to Prance, in Germany. there has been a decline in wages. 
In Prance, on the other hand, loan costs are higher than 


in Germany. 


{Hehn) Your party colleague Philippe Seguin, the pres- 
ident of the National Assembly, thinks that Ue laws of 
the market are not sufficient to get rid of unemployment. 
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tax pressure as soon as the conditions necessary for thal 
have been fulfilled. This is the basis. However, this 1s 
not sufficient, because a 2- or 3-percent growth creates 
jobs bul cannoi massively reduce unemployment. 


[Hehn) Whai other solutions are you thinking of? 


(Juppe}] Structural solutions. After our social summit, 
my government set two priorities in Coordination with 
the social partners: reducing work time and socially inte- 
grating our young people. In our country, 25 percent of 
young people under 25 are out of work. This is unique. 
Therefore, we must think of new solutions in France 
We are thinking of a reform of our education system, 
of developing the dual training courses between compa- 
nies, schools, and universities. There are also other ways 
to combat unemployment. Regarding structural reform, 
we also think of developing the so-called neighborhood 
jobs, jobs in the service sector, where there are still 


enormous potenuals ‘or employment. 


{[Heha) Anyone who looks at the many futile attempts to 
reform the education system and remembers the strike 
rather gets the impression that .in France, reforms are 
more difficult to implement than in other countries. 


[Juppe] 1 do not think so. It is possible to implement 
profound reforms in France. The reform of social 


insurance is underway. One of the most important stages 
of this reform, the amendment to the Constitution, will 
be concluded at the end of February. Al the moment, 
we are planning another reform in a very important 
sector. Thus, we will completely restructure our defense 
policy. But let me add another word on the social 
tensions at the end of 1995. There are two interpretations 
of this movement. The first interpretation came from 
some sociologists, who might be indulging a bit in 
nostalgia. They spoke of a profound crisis of society, 
comparable with the crises in 1936 or 1968. Then there 
is another theory, which is often advocated by people 
in responsible public positions. they say: “In December, 
there was not a single strike in an private Company in 
Prance.” In the public sector, the proportion of people 
on strike was very low. Thus, we basically had to deal 
with a management and leadership crisis in two large 
state companies: the railroad and the subway. They did 
manage to largely paralyze our country. However, | 
believe that one must see this with the proper sense 
of perspective. | do not underestimate the messages thal 
my fellow citizens tned to convey in December. | do 
believe thal the second interpretation is closer to reality 
than the first one. 


[Hehn] There are also considerations about abolishing 
or modifying compulsory military service. German is 
worned about that. 

















uppe}) Of course, | understand thai this interests our 
German friends very much. This is one of the issues 
that I will discuss with Chancellor Kohli. We have 
yet made any decision on this maticr. However, 
are in the process of reconsidering defense policy 
a whole. Why? First of all, because our mulitary 
budgets and armament programs must be adjusted to 
the new strategic realities in Europe. Many countries 
have already done that. We have not. Now the hour of 
truth has come. This adjustment leads to us asking the 
question about the format and the size of our army. We 
ourselves to which exteat this army must be come 
more professional. This also includes the question about 
compulsory vnilitary service. | am not speaking about 
abolition, but about Geveloping it further, also in a non- 
military form. These issues will be discussed over the 
next few months. And we will also talk about them with 
our German friends, with the defense minister, and | 
myself with the chancellor. 


{Heha} Your party colleague Pierre Leliouche suggests 
forming a super Eurocorps with 150,000 soldiers. What 


is your view on that’ 


Juppe}] | think it was 1S years ago that President 
Jacques Chirac suggested Europe should have a real 
defense and security identity. | still support this opinion 
of his. We also have the desire to strengthen the 
European defense identity and to do that within the 
framework of modernizing the Atlantic Alliance. | 
believe that the latest French initiatives regarding the 
alliance have been misunderstood. The point is not to 
return to the integrated part of NATO. Rather, we say: 
If the alliance modernizes itself and Europe's role in 
it is strengthened, then we are willing to get closer to 
the alliance. And, in this connection, Pierre Lellouche's 
proposal is interesting. Let me add that the Yugoslav 
tragedy would probably have taken a different course if 
we had had such a force for intervention. 


{[Hehn} What about the French offer of the so-called 
Europeanization of the force de frappe and the offer of 
“concerted deterrence” to Europe, which gave rise to 
some skepticism in Germany” 


Juppe) | find it amusing that in Franc everybody 
pretends that he was the first one to have this idea | 
do not know myself who was the first one. However, | 
remember well that | myself made such a proposals in 
the first week of 1995, in a speech on the occasion of 
an anniversary of the Foreign Ministry planning staff. | 
believe that one should present such ideas carefully and 
modestly and not too ambitiously. France has a force 
of deterrence. It has given itself the means to ensure 
the reliability and credibility of this armed force in the 
long term. And this remains one of the fundamental 
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elements of our defense doctrine. In a world that 1s 
extremely unstable, we think that nuclear deterrence is 
the guarantee of our vital interests. We tell our European 
partners that this deterrence must naturally remain 
nauonal. The point is not Europeanizing it. However, 
we think about under which circumstances it may, if 
necessary, make a contribution to Europe's security. 
You know, General de Gaulle never said that France's 
vital interest are limited to the borders of its territory 
If the security of one of our neighbors — Germany, for 
instance — were threatened, this would,naturally, also 
affect us. Could we not simply think about this for a 
change” We have broached the issue. We do not want to 
impose anything on anybody. We just say that it would 
perhaps be worth talking about it. 


[Hehn] On Wednesday [14 February}, you will go to 
Moscow, where you will meet President Yeltsin. Do 
you urge a speedy expansion of NATO or do you 
rather tend toward showing consideration for Moscow's 
sensitivities? 


[Juppe] | believe that, regarding this, speed musi not 
be confused with precipitateness. Already as foreign 
minister, | said that the countries that are preparing to 
become EU members will also join NATO one day. This 
is simply logical. By the way, one might ask whether 
those who are already in the EU should not perhaps take 
the same path. | am thinking of some neutral countries. 
No one may be given a veto right regarding NATO's 
development. However, giving Russia the impression 
that we intend to deploy NATO troops at its borders 
and want to create some kind of new nft in Europe 
would be a senous mistake. | believe that one must 
take time for the talks with Russia and one should turn 
Russia into a real partner, a partner of the EU and of the 
collective security system on the continent. In the past 
1 suggested to conclude some kind of security treaty 
between an expanded EU, the expanded alliance, and 
Russia to show that the entire operation is not aimed 
against Russia. | believe that we should not be in too 
much of a hurry. 


{Heh} In European policy, there seem to be disagree- 
ments between Paris and Bonn. The uncertainty about 
the monetary union and Prance and Germany's grcai 
difficulties fulfilling the criteria in time have caused 
disharmony. In Great Britain, a failure has obviously 
already been included in the calculations 


(Juppe) Well, one must be careful regarding the objec- 
uvity of the analyses of our British friends in such a 
situation since they are currently in an extremely com- 
fortable situauon. They predict failure. And if it were 
to work out after all, | am sure they will try to jump 
on this train. Of course, it would be in the interest of 
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many people not to have a monetary union. The line of 
our government has remained the same. We keep our 
promises. We have set ourselves a goal, and we wil! do 
everything to achieve this goal. Our finance minister has 
already confirmed that, in 1995, we achieved the goal of 
reducing the deficit to 5 percent of the GDP. We were 
eves a bit better. In 1996 and 1997, we will continue to 
work in this way. I have noticed that the German Gov- 
ernment has said the same. I do not see any problem 
in this. Of course, there are always some people who 
make comments from the outside. This is democracy. | 
think that. basically, it is a rather perverse idea to claim 
ier. This would be the best way to strangle the single 
currency, because as soon as we loosen the criteria a 
bit, it would be said that they should be loosened even 
more. And as s00n a5 we Start to postpone the date by 
one year, one would ask: Why not two years” And then 
we will have the year 2010 — and nothing will have 
happened. | believe that we should stick to our goals. 
this is our future. I am optimistic and confident in this 


respect. 


{[Hehn} Can you guarantee 100 percent that France will 
qualify for the monetary union in 1998? You must have 
thought about what should be done if it fails after all? 


[Juppe) Yes, if one assumed failure right from the start, 
1 am sure that then it would not work. Today, | assume 
that we will manage. “If...” “In case of..." — well one 
can say that all the time in life — for everything. 


you think this would be an alternative? 


(Juppe] I refuse to get involved in discussions about 
alternatives. We have a treaty. The German and the 
side stated thal we are determined to fulfill the 


and Germany — should alternate in leading the EU in 
the future, each for two and a half years, while the 
smaller EU countries should be fobbed off with the posts 


of vice president. 


(Juppe) Europe simply needs a face. This applies, above 
all, to the EU's foreign and security policy, which we 
discuss with the Americans and the Russians. If the EU 
is chaired by somebody else every six months, this is to 
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good. That is why we have suggested extending the term 


of office or appointing some kind of bigh representauve 
for the EU. | am not convinced that the big countries 


should have a different status than the small ones. The 
EU is based on the equality of nghts. However, the 
small countrics naturally know thal, regarding important 
issues, which, for instance, involve war and peace, they 
cannot have the same weight as Germany, France, and 
others. In this connection, we need a bit of realism. 


[Hehn) But you do not rule out a core Europe consisting 
of the big ones. 


[Juppe}) What I do not rule out is a Europe in which there 
are a few countries thal want to make faster and more 
progress than others. By that, | mean groups with greater 
solidarity. This is the philosophy of the Maastricht 
Treaty on the monctary union. | believe that this should 
also have an effect in foreign and security policy and in 
other ficlds — on one condition: That Germany and 
France should always be present in these groups of 
greater solidarity and that this circle must be open to 
other interested countries. Here, my position is different 
from that of Christan Democratic Union Deputy Karl 
Lamers, at icast from what has been understood here. 
Here it has been understood as meaning that Lamers’ 
proposal involves a closed hard core. 


[Hehn]} At the (nxo0ment, the issue of violence in schools 
is topical in France but also that of violence in the 
problematic districts. Do you actually hope that this 
problem can be brought under control? 


(Juppe] I do hope so. In 1995, our crime rate went down 
by more than 6 percent compared with the previous year. 
it is Certainly correct that the situation is often explosive 
in the difficult suburbs. For this reason, | presented 
a pact to revive these zones about a month ago, 
which contains an economic chapter and a component 
of security. With increased police presence and new 
methods in caring for the adolescents, we are trying 
to cope with the difficult problem of violence among 
minors. This quite often involves very, very young 
persons around 12, 13, or 14 years whom one cannot 
pul into prison, because this does not help. However, 
one cannot let them hang around on the streets, either 
We are in the process of ensuring better education 
and training for these groups. | am convinced that the 
only good response to this problem is giving the young 
people jobs. The problem of violence is directly due to 
the high youth unemployment. In problematic areas it 


is 3 to 40 percent 


{[Hehn} The media describe you as a technocrat. In 
Germany, one is astonished that a prime minister can 
he party chairman and mayor of a big city at the same 
ume 
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to talk to the people — not as the prime minister, bul as 
their mayor. And tus often helps me more to understand 
the problems than when I sit here in the office and read 
the files. 


{[Hehn} In your book “La Tentaton de Venise” you 
explain why you decided in favor of the tough business 


of politics and not of the easy, picasant side of life. Is 
the “Temptation of Venice” still alive in you” 


uppe] Certainly. On the day when this temptation 
disappears, | will have probably become quite a bit 
older. You know, my office is a very difficult job. Whea 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) (des Esqueiles} Mr. Millon, 

you stand many chances of becoming a defense minister 

who will change the course of history. During the Millon 

era, the defense industry will shrink by 20 percent and 

there will have to be mergers. The conscription army 

will perhaps be replaced by a professional army and, 
we 


agreements we have signed. Our bases are in Djibouti, 
in Chad, in the Central African Republic. Maybe it will 


{des Esqueiies} You mean you will not close down all 
of them? 


[Millon] | mean that there is no question of dismantling 


munity service. Does this mean that the military service 
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young people to work for the national community for a 
period of their life. 


sixties. kt is true that it is more an idea than « hard 


fact. The idea encompasses a plan we really care about, 
that is, the possibility of having a North American and 
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IFOR should be entrusted with a police mission. | think 
one musi respect the accords, and one musi respec: 
above all the mission given to the mea. You know thai 
from the outset, that is, since tus confit began, that 
Prance has insisted that if we had to commit ourselves, 
i was in ordes lo ensure a sumber of principles be 
respected — in particular, human dignity — and to fight 
against ethnic cleansing, which recalled the Diack days 
of Europe. So it is not France which will today call inw 
question the fact that certain war criminals should be 
pursued, it is simply appropriate for the international 
community, if i wants the decisions of the court of The 
Hague to be implemented, to take the measures cither 
for an international police force or a specific police force 
to be pul in place to hunt these war criminals, since 


today it is not possible, it is not appropriate to ask this 
of the military forces. 


[des Esquelies) But somebody has got to do it, it is not 
going to be done by 300 police 


{Millon} Yes, and in the Dayton accord it was planned 
that an international police force would be put in place. 
I think it must be put in place as a matter of urgency. 


[des Esquelies} Can Karadric and Miadic sleep in 


(des Esquciles} Really’ 


[Millon) No, you are saying exactly the opposite of what 
| have just said. | am saying Karadzic and Miadic should 
be prosecuted, as planned, but it is not up to the military 
forces to substitute police forces. 


[des Esquelies) You have tned to favor closer links be- 


weapons industry They are extraordinarily compeuuve 
and they can create havoc in the world economic arena 
as far as ame are concerned. The Americans have a 
huge market, a big defense budget. and this is why 
world-scale groups are being born. This is a challenge 
for Briush. German, and Preach companies. ht will be 
absolutely necessary in the next three to five years, on 
one hand. to restructure the navonal indusines — 
we 
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Prance: 1995 Economk Growth Lower Than 
Expected 


BRI202112396 Paris AFP in French 
1737 GMT 11 Feb % 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Paris, 11 seb (AFP) — 
Since August France has seen zero growth and over the 
entire year growth figures arc likely to be closer to 1.5 
percent instead of the government's official anticipated 
growth rate of 2.8 percent. Government Spokesman 
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Alain Lamassoure pointed out on Sunday [11 February) 
Guring Europe Nr. | television sctwork’s Press Club 


program. 


"We ae nol ip a recession; we we ID 4 pause. 
Lamassoure said. Asked about growth expectations for 
the current year, the spokesman admutied that the growth 
rate would be “between 1.5 and 2 percent, probally 
closer to 1.5 percent.” but he refused to give an cxact 


figure. [passage omutted) 
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bul significant signs of commercial vitality — via 4 
road show, among otha tings — and of how it 
intends to extricate tiself from recervership as fast as 
possible. The Mantua-based group, which specializes 
im industrial plant engineering. construcvon, offshore 
operations, znd power generation, has won a Contract in 
iran t© supply two petrochemical reactors. The contract, 


corporation Pidemco in a plant on the island of Kharg 
on the Persian Gulf. The two 25)-tonne reactors will be 
built in Mantua and delivered in 14 months’ ume. 


The contract, due to be signed im the next few days. 
is an initial sign of recovery following the 1995 finan- 
cial crisis @ the group's main company, Belich $ pA. 
(joim steck company), and its entry into receivership 
last November. “We have won this order, against suff 
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the group is stepping up its sales campaigns 
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bitter, because in the presence of a large 

majority, prepared to undertake consutuvanal reform 
toward a form of state along the lines of cooperative 
and solidary federalum, and a sem-presdenual form 
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Spain: Foreign Minister on Bosnia Trip, Belgium 
LD1202152296 Madrid RNE-! Radio Network 
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is something of a laboratory for the whole region” 


SPAIN 
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[Wesendcrp] Indeed, Mostar ts the crucible where a 
will be seen whethor of not Ge federmtion fcteces 
Croats and Bosnian Moshe works In Mostar. now 
that there has been a division Detecen different dtr 
of the city — oo wp order that should be 2 divided 
city Dut in order that ut should be a culty where poopie 
coexist peacefully — probiems have aruca. above all 
os the part of the Croats. We must hope that woth a 
determined effan by the whole imternabonal Communsy 
and, in paticula, the EU. there can be 4 return to a 


[Correspondent] Are you goung to meet Javier Solana 
NATO secretary general. who was your predecesscr, 
Mostar today’ 


[Westendorp] Yes, the NATO secretary general will be 
in Mostar, and i is possible we may meet. In any case, 
many figures who are concerned thal the process should 
not fail and should move forward are vissteng the former 


republics 


[Correspondent] Regarding the current dispute he. 
tween Spain and Beigum over the cxvadwon, of 
non-cavadivon in this case, of the two suspected 
members of ETA [Buskadi Ta Askatasuna Basque 
Country and Preedom — Luis Moreno Ramayo and 
Rague!l Garcia), the Spaniwh Government has decided 
to sci in Movon a Sumber of measures im connection 
with the Schengen agreement. When cxactly will these 
restrictions — which ae to be imposed on Belgium 
within that general framework of agreement on open 
borders — come into effect’ 


[Westendorp] In the last cabunet meeting, the mmteror 
minister and | were authorized to set that whole process 
in motion. The intenor minister, who in accordance with 
the possitilives lad open to him by Spanish legislabon 
and the Constitution, is in the process of applying a 
suspension of cooperation im the judicial field | ws 
foreign munister, was authorized to begin procesdings 
for a complaint against some chapters of the Schengen 
agreement, specifically those referring to extradsmons 
and judicial Conperavon, bul only regarding Beigrum 


We are going to call an urgent meeting of the Schengen 
cieculive Commuttec, specifically to discuss Uns with 
our partners. We are going to continue to discuss it in 
other forums, such as the council of justice and interior 
ministers, and the counci! of general affairs |monwters| 
because it really seems to me to he important for Buro- 
pean construction that mutual trust should exist among 
all members of civilized countries where political of 
fenses (*cannot) be an cacepton in the crackdown on 
terrorism 
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(Correspondent) Have you spokes to any of cur cow. 
vy s aes show Ges Gapute eta we ac, shal! we 


say, Quote Clasbing - ungucte — wth Beigeem” 


[Westendorp] Yes. | have been having meetings — os 
sccrciary of state for Ge BL — and Minter Bella 
has bern mecung with ow colleagues to cxplas to (hem 
the fechag of Gifficulty we we capericncing. bet what 
ai Ge members of he EU we capericncong weth Gus 
scourge of terrorism. Prance has 1 and has had «. Braue 
has just recently had Ht i a Wag way. and the agreed 
mm, therefore, exists of fighting against Gus scourge of 
Ow societies 


[(Carrespondent] Is Gere any positive reaponse’ How 
have Gury received Gus decison by Ge Spanish Gov- 
anmen 


SPAIN x 


[Westendorp] They understand «: they understand that 
we we very Concerned abow! Ge protiem — Ory ac 
too, and we we all prepared, eres he framework of 
the EU. to Gad common, collectve solutions to thesc 
aU Ga canect be alowed to be successful 


[Announcer] Carlos Westendorp. the foreign munistcr 
who mm a few qunutes will catch the plane to Croatia 
Bosma, and Yugoslavia. thank you for appearing live 
on “Spam at Exght” 

[Westendorp| Thank you 
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Denmark: Rasmussen on Talks With Russian 
Leaders 


BR1402082996 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT 
in Danish 9 Febp 9 


[RITZAUS BUREAU report by Bodil Morgenstern: 
“Candid Talks") 

(FBIS Translated Text} NATO's plans for enlargement 
and Denmark as a mediator in Chechnya were subjects 
that were raised when Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen had talks with Russian leaders. 


Despite disagreements on a series of major political 
issues, Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen (Social 


Democratic Party) met with great openness in his talks 
with Russian leaders during his official visit to Russia. 


The Russian leaders were quite happy to talk about 
NATO and delicate domestic policy issues, like Chech- 
nya and Russia's economic and social problems. 


“The openness of these talks bears witness to a self- 
knowledge that | regard as a good clement in the 
political process. I do not believe that this kind of 
openness would have been scen to this extent just three 
to four or five years ago,” Poul Nyrup Rasmussen said 
al a news conference with Danish journalists in Moscow 


on Thursday (8 February). 


On Thursday Poul Nyrup Rasmussen met with Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, newly appointed For- 
cign Minister Yevgeniy Primakov, and the presidents 
of the Russian parliament — or Duma — and of the 
Federation Council, G.N. Seleznev and Yegor Stroyev. 


All the prime minister's partners in dialogue let it 
be known that Russian politicians are preparing for a 
peaceful solution in Chechnya within the {framework 
of the federation. 

Purthermore the message everywhere is that regardless 
of their party colors Russian poliucians want to continue 
the process of reform and growing recognition of the 
fact that the economic reforms have created a great need 
for social improvements [sentence as published). 


NATO's Plans for Enlargement 


“My impression from all four talks is that these prob- 
lems of striking a balance between social aspects, the 
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population's need for a higher standard of living and se- 
curity, and the economic necessity of exercising control 
over the budget in relation to the International Monetary 
Fund, IMF are being discussed openly, as something 
new and positive. It is a difficult balancing act, which 
I hope domestic politicians in Russia can handle,” Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen said. 


Both Chernomyrdin and Foreign Minister Primakov 
used the Danish prime minister's visit to reiterate 
Russia's fierce opposition to NATO expansion. 


Nyrup Rasmussen underlined the peaceful aspects of 
NATO and stressed during his talks that the OSCE, 
EU enlargement, the EU's cooperation agreement with 
Russia, and Partnership for Peace are also part of the 
discussion on Europe's future security structure. 


Denmark As a Mediator 


As far as Chechnya is concerned, according to Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen the main signal sent out was that 
thee must be changes in the form of greater self- 
determination, and that a peaceful solution 1s needed 
before the Russian presidential election in June. The 
Danish prime minister even stated that the OSCE, whose 
presidency Denmark will assume next year, could play 
a role as mediator. 


He advised the Russian leaders to make improvements 
in the area of human rights, as the country undertook to 
do when it became a member of the Council of Europe. 
And this should not merely be done because the country 
is now to join such good company, but “also positively 
and constructively to the benefit of the citizens.” 


Foreign Minister Primakov raised the question of the 
Baltic states’ treatment of the Russian minority. And 
Nyrup Rasmussen replied that Denmark quite recently 
called upon Estonia and Latvia to treat their minorities 
in a “sensible and correct” fashion. 


Poul Nyrup Rasmussen began his official visit in the 
morning by laying a wreath on the tomb of the unknown 
soldier — a memorial by the wall of the Kremlin to the 
soldiers who fell during World War II. 


The visit will end on Pnday when Poul Nyrup Ras- 
mussen and Lone Dybkjaer will be given an opportunity 
to do a little sightseeing in Moscow 
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Greece: Pangalos Comments on U.S. Position on 
Aegean 


NC1402135396 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1200 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Foreign Minister Theodhoros 
Pangalos said that the inclusion of the terms of inter- 
national law and international conventions in the U.S. 
side's written positions on the recent Greek-Turkish cri- 
sis in the Aegean is an important diplomatic victory for 
Greece. This statement was made today after the foreign 
minister met President Andrew Athens and Vice Presi- 
dent Tomaras of the Greek Expatriates Council. Panga- 
los said the issue might be referred to the International 
Court at the Hague anyway, and by anyone, something 
that is not unfavorable for Greece. But the foreign min- 
ister reiterated that Greece has no reason to refer to the 
Hague over the Imia islets issuc. 


Athens and Tomaras, who are in Athens heading the 
Greek Expatriates Council, expressed their wish to 
promote Greece's fair positions. They also stressed that 
rumors of American displeasure are not making their 
mission difficult. The Americans were obliged to retract 
incorrect statements on our sovereign rights and on the 
author of the proposal involving the Hague. 


Ahens added that Greek-U_S. relations are very good. 


Government spokesman Dhimitrios Reppas said the 
Greek Government stated from the start that it views the 
U.S. initiative for calming the Aegean crisis favorably. 
Reppas also stressed that the firm Greek position is to 
secure the international community's agreement on the 
implementation of international law. So, Reppas con- 
tinued, Greek positions are being expressed favorably 
among the international community. He continued: The 
Aegean issue is clear; there is no dispute. The govern- 
ment spokesman stressed: Turkey created the problem 
and it can take the initiative to go to the Hague if it 
accepts the international rules. [passage omitted) 


Greece: Spokesman Comments on Clinton 
Statement on Greece 


NC1 302165696 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greet 1600 GMT 13 Feb 96 


(PBIS Translated Text) Answering questions on US. 
President Bill Clinton's statement last night, government 
spokesman Dhimitrios Reppas said the Greek Govern- 
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ment has not suggesied any initiauves, nor will 1 do so. 
He said Clinton is expressing his country’s policy. 


Reppas noted that the Greek Government respects in- 
ternational law and treaties and has not made any sug- 
gestions because the legal regime on the country’s 
sovereign rights and borders is absolutely clear. An- 
swering questions, Reppas said we agree with everyone 
who urges other countries to respect international law 
and we would not want their positions to be an exact 
copy of our own positions. He added: Because we re- 
spect the international legal order and our arguments are 
tirm, we will not undertake any initiatives. 


Answering another question, Reppas said that Educa- 
tion and Religions Minister Yeoryios Papandreou—who 
was recently in Davos—- explained the Greek positions 
on the Greek-Turkish crisis foliowing the prime min- 
ister’s instructions. Answering other questions, Reppas 
reiterated that there is no problem between Simitis and 
Arsenis. He said operational actions were taken during 
this difficult period for Greek-Turkish relations in order 
to secure our sovereign rights. Reppas concluded: The 
worst part of the crisis is over and the KISEA [Govern- 
ment Council on Defense and Foreign Affairs} decisions 
were made unanimously. 


Greece: Spokesman on Government Committee 
Meeting 

NC1 302182796 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radw 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 13 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Government spokesman Dhim- 
itrios Reppas said the government commitice today con- 
ferred under Prime Minister Konstandinos Simitis and 
dealt with designing a national policy within the frame- 
work of the national strategy. National Defense Minis- 
ter Yerasimos Arsenis was a major speaker and mainly 
referred to the country’s defense policy. Reppas reiter- 
ated the position thal we are not pursuing anything and 
are not giving up anything. He said thal measures and 
initiatives that will reinforce the country's deterrent ca- 
pability are being examined within the framework of 
this doctrine. 


The spokesman added thal the government committee 
discussed ways to operationally coordinate the joint 
defense doctrine as the Thrace-Acgean-Cyprus arch 
He said issues on restructuring the services within the 
framework of the National Defense Ministry, where an 
armaments staff has been created, were also discussed 
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Turkey: Ciller Vows Crisis Situation ‘Cause for 
War’ 


TA1402115596 Istanbul SHOW Television in Turkish 
2020 GMT 13 Feb 96 

{Interview with Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, at 
the Prime Minister's residence, by anchorman Mehmeti 
Ali Birand, in the studio, via satellite, on the “32d Day” 
program — live] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted) [Birand) 
There is one question which Motherland Party leader 
Mesut Yilmaz asked you and which the public has also 
addressed to you. This concerns the Kardak crisis. An 
impression was created that Turkey wavered in its stand 
with regard to the Kardak crisis. First it was said that 
any claims on Kardak would be a casus belli; then 
Greece was invited to hold negotiations. You personally 
appealed to Greece. Is there a question of zigzagging” 
What is Turkey's real stand” 


[Cilier] There is no question of zigzagging. We dis- 
played great determination. Greece brought soldiers and 
hoisted a flag on Kardak. Greece also brought its ships, 
its naval forces, and its Air Force. It declared that it will 
not withdraw these forces from the area. We, in turn, 
said: These soldiers will go. This flag will be lowered. 
We thus displayed the entire extent of the balance of 
power with great determination. In the end, those sol- 
diers went and that flag was lowered. 


This 1s what we are saying: If you undertake a last- 
minute fait accompli, we will not accept it as a de facto 
situation. This was demonstrated in the Kardak issue, 
when we did not accept such a situation. Our stand will 
he the same in the future as well. We are saying to them: 
Come, let us resolve this issue in frendship. We want 
to be friends. Let us prevent such incidents in advance. 
There is an ambiguity with regard to the status. It is 
clear that the Aegean is a disputed area. Come and let 
US Negotiate these issues. 


[Birand] Previously, you had said that this would be a 
~ause for war. This triggered vast reaction in Greece, 
Europe, and the United States. 


[Ciller} | am saying the same thing now. If they bring 
soldiers to Kardak and hoist a flag once again, the same 
thing will happen. We are saying: Do not create a de 
facto situation by opening the place to settlement. We 
will not allow this. We would regard this as a genuine 
provocation and a cause for war. If, however, you claim 
that you have documents pertaining to the ownership of 
these islets... (pauses) There is the London agreement 
dated 1913, the Lausanne agreement of 1923, and two 
agreements reached in 1932 — one in January and one 
in December. There is also the Paris agreement signed in 
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1947. These agreements concern the islands, the islets, 
the rocks, and the 3-mile issue. We are in possession 
of all these documents. In our view, all these issues are 
very clear. If we are being told: There are things that 
you afe not aware of, and this is why we claim that 
we have rights, then they should come and show us 
the relevant documents. If the reference is to the 1932 
agreement, the January document is a final agreement 
but does not cover this issue. The December document, 
however, which was noi published in the OFFICIAL 
GAZETTE, was signed by a mere department orficial, 
was not ratified by parliament, and was not taken to the 
United Nations. It did not become a final agreement. If 
there are other documents or other islets or rocks, then 
let us hold negotiations over them. We are aware of 
what was given to Greece through agreements. There 1s 
no question about those areas. 


[Birand] In other words, the term casus belli is no longer 
on the agenda. From now on, we are focusing on ne- 
gotiations. Your statement with regard to a casus bell: 
was made after the crisis and therefore triggered reac- 
tion. Turkey's current stand is focused on negotiations 


(Ciller] Let me say it clearly: It is correct that we 
want to discuss the Aegean as a whole. The Aegean 
issue includes the territorial waters, the airspace, the 
continental shelf, the NATO agreements, defense, the 
12-mile issue, the fact that increasing the territorial 
waters beyond the 6-mule limit would be a cause for war, 
the islets, the rocks, and the ambiguity. We are calling 
on them to discuss these issues. In no way does this 
mean that Turkey will not immediately adopt a stanc 
in the face of a de facto situation, as in the case of 
the Kardak rocks. On the contrary, we would adopt the 
same stand. 


[Birand] There is one other related question. There are 
reports that Greece has begun blocking EU funds in 
connection with the Customs Union. Do you have any 
information on this subject’ 


(Ciller] Greece may be making such statements. We 
have not yet received any official application in this 
regard. These funds were included in the Customs Union 
agreement signed by Turkey. They were a part of the 
Customs Union agreement. Consequently, we believe 
that this is not possible. Italy has given an initial signal 
in this vein. Such initiatives would be tantamount to 
interfering in Turkey's Customs Union package, which 
would not be right. [passage omitted) 
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Turkey: Soysal Discusses US. Policy, Crisis, Cyprus 
NC1302123296 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
4 Feb pit 


("Text” of interview with former Foreign Minister 
Mumtaz Soysal by MILLIYET correspondent Nilgun 
Cerrahoglu ‘n Ankara; date not given) 


(FBIS Translated Text} (Cerrahoglu} Can the U.S. inter- 
vention to urge the lowering of the Turkish and Greek 
flags on the Kardak [Imia) islets and the withdrawal of 
military and naval units from the area be seen as an al- 
tempt at “pax-Americana?” 


[Soysal] If there is to be “pax” in the Aegean, then 
Turkey and Greece will establish it. 


[Cerrahogiu] That is not how the United States sees 
the matter. Richard Holbrooke has said: “It has been 
observed again that US. leadership is needed, from 
Northern Ireland to Bosnia and the Middle East. As 
fas as historians are concerned, this era will be one in 
which U.S. foreign policy will take a new post-Cold 
War form.” 


What Does Holbrooke Know? 


[Soysal] Holbrooke is not a prophet. He is wrong. 
What does he know about the Aegean problem’? He 
will try to find a solution without knowing the problem. 
Consequently, he will make mistakes. 


|Cerrahogiu) Has the Kardak problem not been resolved 
by the United States’ 


[Soysal] No, it has not. Turkey's determined approach 
resolved the problem. Turkey is also sticking to its 
determined approach to the |2-mile territorial waters 
issue. | used to be Turkey's foreign minister, so | am 
aware of the issue. If Greece tries to extend its territorial 
waters to 12 miles will cause of war. 


(|Cerrahoglu] Was it not the United States that suggested 
that Turkey should hoist its flag on the nearby islet’ 


{Soysal] The press reports were wrong. It was at 
Turkey's initiative 
[Cerrahoglu] Is it not true that the Turkish and Greek 


flags were lowered after President Clinton's parallel 
telephone calls to Ankara and Athens’ 


[Soysal] They have not solved the problem by doing 
so. They have only prevented a war. Holbrooke would 
be wrong to believe that he will be able to “solve the 
Aegean problem.” Al most, he can prevent war between 
Turkey and Greece. Ke cannot resolve the Acgean issuc. 
nor can he solve the Cyprus problem... [ellipsis as 
published] 
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[Cerrahoglu} Prime Minister Simitis favored startung a 
dialogue with Turkey. Why has such a problem emerged 
in the Acgean just as he was appointed as the new Greek 
prime minister? 

[Soysal] Do you mean has someone created this crisis 
in order to get the United States to act as arbitrator? | 
do not agree with you. | believe that the United States 
knows that it stands to gain nothing from this arbitration 
if he has good judgement, Holbrooke will not believe 
that he can resolve the Cyprus issue. The Cyprus issuc 
is much more complicated than the problem in Bosnia 
He is not aware of that, but he will find that out when 
he gets involved in it. 


{Cerrahogluj Of course, one can take a “hawkash” view 
of the matter. However, President Clinton has said 
“Neither NATO nor the United States will suppor you 
if you land troops on the islets...” 


[Soysal] We do not expect support from any country 
if Turkey goes to war with Greece. War may break 
out between the two countries. It ts Greece that plans 
to secure foreign support, particularly on the Cyprus 
problem. The Greek officials’ think as follows: “We can 
fight for half a day and occupy a few arcas. However, 
the United States will take action to halt the fighung 
the next day. If it does not do so, then the UN Security 
Council will move to end the war. We have nothing to 
lose.” That is a mistaken approach. They will not be 
able to stop the fighting. 


(Cerrahoglu| How do the Western countries look at the 
matter? 


[Soysal] Do not concern yourself with their viewpoint 


[Cerrahoglu] That may be so, but the world is concerned 
about the matter 


{Soysal] Well, let them be 


[Cerrahoglu] Foreign countries back the peace process 
in Bosnia. They also back the efforts to establish peace 
between israci and the Palestinians and between Ierac! 
and Syria. Considering the failure of Turkey and Greece 
to resolve thew problems, including the transnational 
waters issue and the Kurdish problem, they think the 
two sides are unable to find peaceful solutions 


[Soysal) Isracl had a decisive and consistent policy 
before it agreed to contribute to peace in the Middle 
East. It forced many of its neighbors to agree to establish 
peace. So, Turkey musi make it clear that it will regard 
any violation of its “basic interests” as a “cause of war 
That will pave the way for peace. That is what Greece. 
the European countries, and the United States have not 
heen able to understand. Why has Greece tried to test 
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Turkey's stance? Well, since 1830 it has been allowed 
to assume that it has a protective shueid over it. in other 
words, it is convinced that “the Western countries will 
not allow it to be overwhelmed by Turkey.” Turkey has 
had epough of that 


[Cerrahoghu) Greece received no backing on the Kardak 
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with as a package. Allow me to use the term “integrated 
whole.” it has frequently been used in connection with 
the Cyprus probiem. 


[Cerrahoglu) Athens does sot agree to such a package... 


[Soysal) The United States and the Buropean countries 
should try to persuade Greece to agree. The problems 
cannct be resolved unless al] sides agree to consider 
them in the form of a package. 


[Cerrahoghu) A tense situation exists in Greece. Do you 
expect it to worsen? 


[Soysal] | proposed a peace package to former Foreign 
Minister Papoulias two and « half times. The last time 
1 did so was when we exchanged views while taking 


TURKEY 


FBIS-WEU-96-431 
14 February 1996 


[Soysal) in that case, we will not make any concessions 
on Cyprus. 


[Cerrahoglu) Can you comment on the US. proposal 
for confidence-building measures in the Aegean Sea? 


[Soysal] The status quo ante is the only confidence- 
building measure that can be considered. 


Lighthouse om Kardak Islets 
(Cerrahoglu) Can you explain your views? 


[Soysal] The status quo ante has been applied only to 
the Kardak islets. As far as the Groek side is Concerned, 


that is debatabic. As far as we are concerned, the status 
quo ante is quite clear. The said islets belong to Turkey. 
We could have built a lighthouse on them. lt would 
generaic its own electricity, illuminate the area af night. 
and sound an alarm in foggy weather. That would have 
prevented many ships from running into the rocks or 
running aground. This can be described as “lighthouse 
diplomacy.” However, we have been caught without a 


lighthouse this ume. 


[Cerrahoglu) Would you say that the question of a “red 
telephone” is 2 delicate issue? 


[Soysal)] Such a line can be established, provided that 
it will not also be linked to Washington. lt has to be 
only between Ankara and Athens. The United States 


They will only be able to say that they visited the area 


sides also 
have good lawyers. Rauf Denktas is one of them. Bul 
lawyers cannot solve the problem. President Clinton, 
Mr. Beattie, and Mr. Holbrooke should asked: “The 
Turkish have estaNushed 


eac3s 














FBiS-WEU-96-431 
14 February 1996 


Northers Cyprus) just because they do nol recognize it? 
The TRNC is our legitimate child and it will survive. 
The United States has placed the Acgean region under 


[(Cerrahogiu) Cyprus is to join the EU as a full member. 


[Soysal] Weil, let it do so. That means that the Turkish 
Cypricts in sorth Cyprus will integrate with Turkey. 


[(Cerrahogiu)] We have to consider the customs union. 


[Soysal] North Cyprus will join the customs union 
trough Turkey. Will the EU cancel the customs union 
agreement just because Turkey supports the TRNC? 
Well, that is a decision the EU will have to make. The 
EV benefits fom the customs union more than Turkey 
does. i stands to lose if it does so. Europe must not 
allow Greece tw use it. We have an interesting time 


[Cerrahogiu) Will Turkey defy the whole world’ 


[Soysal] We are opposed to Greece. We cannot make 
concessions on our national interests just because we 
tT a oe That is what Europe fails to under- 
stand. The Buropean countries believe that thew ap- 
proach is rational. They are wrong. We will not give 
in even if they say that “the United States may bomb 


ae 


[(Cerrahoglu) Greece asked the intergovernmental con- 
ference in march to guarantec its borders. Is that because 


it has received Turkey's message” 


[Soysal) | believe so. Let us say that Greece has created 
an uproar in the EU and forced it to adopt a resolution 
that says: “We guarantee Greece's border in the Acgean 
because it actually represents the EU's border. We have 
decided to extend it to 12 miles because we are unabic 
to reject Greece's appeal... They may convince the 
United States t© support them. Bul we wil! fight and 
win because our case is completely justified. The side 
whose cause is just always wins. 


(Cerrahogiu) Can you comment on the media's behavior 
@uring the Kardak crisis’ 


[Soysal) Hoisting the Turkish flag and then lowering 
it was unnecessary. People are sensitive to this. The 
quality of the media has to be improved 
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picture on the Acgean’s blue 
You regard it as a dream and an indication of freedom 
How cise do you look at i? 


[Soysal} The sea is a source of inspiration. lt broadens 
our horizons and urges us to continue our struggic. 


[Cerrahogiu] Can you comment on the political lesson 
you have learned from the sea? 


[Soysal] The winds have to be watched. The situation 
can quickly change. Your boat must be firm and durable 
and you must know where to sail. You cannot randomly 
draw a course for yourself. You have to manage your 
crew im accordance with our course. 


[(Cerrahoglu} You are a football fan and you suppon 
Besiktas. How does it stand in the league’ 


[Soysal] We won our game with Genclerbirligi, but that 
is NOt enough. Trabzon will have to lose in order for us 
to make up the cight points between us. 


[Cerrahoglu) Coach Milne led Besiktas to the league 
championship three times. Coach Daum helped your 
tcam to be the league champion and win a cup. What 
about that? 


[Soysal] We can discuss that when Daum leads the team 
the league championship three mes. 


(Cerrahoglu) Can you comment on the approach Demo- 
cratic Left Party leader Bulent Ecevit is taking? Can 
you also assess Republican People's Party leader Deniz 
Baykal’s approach” 

{Soysal) Deniz Baykal has not served as prime minister. 
However, Bulent Ecevit solved one of Turkey's foreign 


policy problems, the Cyprus issue. Yes, ‘e Cyprus 
prodiem has been solved. 


[(Cerrahoglu) Your “debatable” views have sparked 


polemics over the past few years. Do you enjoy pro- 
voking a political controversy’ 


[Soysal] | say or do what | believe is right. You must 
have noticed that | do not allow myself to get involved 
in polemics. | do not argue with anyone in my column. 
I ignore the criticisms of me that are published in the 
press. In fact. | do not even read them. They do not 
bother me at all. However, it seems that something is 
bothering those who publish them. What they may say 
Of write about me is useless. 


[(Cerrahogiu) Do you have a strong ego’? Do you have 
& strong sense of narcissism’ A colleague once asked 
you who your hero was when you were young. You are 
reported to have said that you were your own hero 





ts prokibvted eithow! permsswn of the copynght owner 














“ TURKEY 


{Soysal] Is that so? Well, no one should need a hero. 
Life is not only made up of stories about great heroic 
activities. An order has to be established in which heroic 
activites will be unnecessary. 


Turkey: Spokesman on Iran, Syria, Smuggling 
TA1202181096 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1510 GMT 12 Feb 9% 


(FBIS Translated Text) Ankara [AA] — Ankara has 
reiterated thal it is expecting a detailed reply from 
Tehran concerning the seven ammunition and arms 
laden TIR [International Highway Transport} trucks. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Ambassador Omer Akbel, 
at a news conference today for foreign correspondents, 


left it up the attending journalists to interpret the silence 
being maintained by Syria on the issue and said the 
following about Iran: We are waiting for Iran to give 
us detailed information on the issue and to pass on the 
results of their investigation. Subsequently, if necessary, 
we may be able to approach the problem together. 


Iranian Ambassador's Claims 


In a statement to Turkish journalists last week, Muham- 
mad Reza Bageri, the Iranian ambassador to Ankara said 


“Ankara did not respond to Iran's proposal”. 
Following the capture of the TIR trucks in question, 
Ankara summoned the Iranian and Syrian ambassadors 
to the Foreign Ministry on 17 January and requested 
information about the incident. 


Foreign Minister Teoman Unusan stated earlier that it 
was determined that the trucks that were loaded with 
ams and ammunition in Iran, were destined jor the 
separatist terror organization in Lebanon via Syria. 


The Crossborder W sters 


Meanwhile, Akbel also replied to a question about a 
statement made by the secretary general of the Arab 
League to the effect that Syria and Irag are ready to 
discuss the water issue but that they have failed to get a 
reply from the Turkish authorities. Akhbel expressed the 
hope that “the Arab League would refrain from adopting 
a stand thal is incompatible with the realities of the 
issuc.” 


Akbel concluded by saying that some time ago, the 
secretary general of the Arab League was informed on 
Turkey's stand on the crossborder waters through the 
Turkish ambassador to Cairo. 


Negotiations on a three-stage plan proposed by Ankara 
regarding the crossborder waters could not be held for 


years because of Irag and Syria's refusal to sit at the 
negouating tabic. 
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Turkey: Envoy To Brief Arab League on Euphrates 
Water 


NC1202161696 Cairo MENA in English 
1441 GMT 12 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Ankara, 12 Feb (MENA)}—The 
Foreign Ministry has instructed Turkey's ambassador in 
Cairo to brief Arab League Secretary General Dr. ‘ismat 
"Abd-al-Majid on Ankara’s standpoint regarding use of 


the Euphrates waters. 


Turkey is hopeful for cooperation with Syria and Irag to 
solve their water problems through diplomatic means, a 


Foreign Ministry spokesman said today. 


He voiced hope that the Arab League Council would 
not adopt an anti-Turkish position because of the water 
problem during the council's March meeting. 


The council has received Syrian and Iragi complaints 
on Turkey's attempts to store waters of the Euphrates 
River to undermine the shares of Syria and Iraq. 


Turkey: Article Presents Erbakan's Views on 
Coalition 

NC1402091296 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkisn 
14 Feb 96 pi2 


[From the “Backstage” columr by Fikret Bila: “Warning 
From Khoja to Mesut Yilmaz") 


[FBIS Translated Text] We met Welfare Panty (RP} 
leader Khoja Erbakan in his office after he addressed 
the RP parliamentary group in the National Assembly 
Leaving his “humor” aside, the khoja chose to talk as an 
experienced politician. He said: “We are older than the 
other political leaders. But we have always respected the 
order established by the people for the political parties 
We have let them through the door first 


“Humiliate Himself" 


Khoja directed his next statement to Motherland Party 
[ANAP] leader Mesut Yilmaz. Recalling Yilmaz's pro- 
posal for a “rotating system,” he strongly reacted to 
the insistence that ANAP should have the first chance 
Erbakan said: “1 do not believe Yilmaz will make 
such a proposal. He will humiliate himself if he does 
There must be no such proposal in our political history 
Democracy must be respected. 


Khoja Erbakan classified the political parties as { llows 
“Some political parties have under 10 percent of the 
electorate. Some have 10-15 percent. The RP has over 
20 percent.” 

The RP is the only political party to win over 20 percent 
of the electorate. The ANAP and the True Path Party 
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(DYP] are in the 15-20 percent category. Khoja Erbakan 
(DSP) 


is what all this means. Why has Yilmaz let himself be 
subjected to pressure? Why have they not addressed us 
directly? Why did they choose to convey their views 
only to Yilmaz?” 


Khoja Erbakan’s recommendation to Yilmaz was as 
follows: “The ‘rotating model’ can be discussed between 
the ANAP and DYP. But it cannot be taken up between 
the RP and ANAP. The RP’s strength in the National 
Assembly is 25 percent more than the ANAP’s. Well, 
he may say he is under pressure. | know the source of 
the pressure. He must resist. He must say ‘shut up’ to 
those who try to pressure him. He must tell them: “Such 
an approach cannot be maintained in a democracy.” He 
must act to quickly silence them. Why has he let himself 
be confronted with such a situation?” 


Do Not Even Make a Proposal 


Khoja Erbakan's message to Mesut Yilmaz was that he 
should not even propose that he should be prime min- 
ister. He said: “Yilmaz is an experienced party leader. 
Considering the outcome of the elections, how can he 
propose to be prime minister? That is unthinkable. How 
can he explain such an approach” 


Not in Succession 


Khoja Erbakan described the possibility of the two 
sides holding talks on “the rotating model and Mesut 
Yilmaz’s appointment as the first prime minister” as 
“absurd.” We asked him whether he “would agree to 
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have the deputy prime munister’s post upgraded and 
share power equally”” He replied as follows: We have 
offered something more than the upgrading of the post 
We have offered to share power in a just way. | want to 
stress thal we said “just,” not “equal.” We have called 
for sharing power, not for the rotating model. Thai is 
what a coaliuon means. The concept calls for the sides 
to stand side by side. No side should be ahead of the 
other. But all that is unimportant. What 's important 1s 
that we draw up joint policies. That 1s what the concept 
of coalition calls for. 


Khoja Erbakan was careful not to upset Mesut Yilmaz 
His message indicated that he plans to have him by 
his side, not behind him. But Erbakan was rather harsh 
toward DSP leader Bulent Ecevit. He saw Ecevit, not 
Yilmaz, as an obstacle to a coalition between the RP 
and ANAP. 


Turkey: ANAP Group Says Coalition With RP 
Possible 


TA! 302162896 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 13 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Ulku Guney, Motherland Party 
[ANAP] assembly group deputy leader, has said that 1 
has become apparent that a coalition government to he 
formed between ANAP anc the Welfare Party (RP) 1 
the only conciliation-based solution to emerge from the 
assembly. 


The ANAP assembly group met at 114) today. The 
mecting, which was held behind closed doors, lasted for 
about five hours. In a statement after the mectuung, Guncy 
said that the party's assessment mectings regarding the 
formation of the government have ended taday He 
added that all aspects of a coalivon government that 
might be formed between ANAP and the RP were 
discussed at the group mecting today 


[Begin Guney recording) It has become apparent thal a 
coalition might be formed between ANAP and the RP 
Therefore, our group has decided to begin talks on the 
establishment of a solution government in line with the 
country’s realities in the event an agreement in principle 
is reached at the meeting that will be held between the 
leaders of the two parties tomorrow. fend recording} 
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